THE 


ANIMATED 


SKELETON. 


IN TVO VOLUMES. 


40... . . . Ioft have ſought, 
*“ With friendly tender of ſome worthĩer ſervice, 
ce To win him from his temper, but he ſhuns 
ce All offer - 
40 . Is there cauſe for this? 
c For fin without temptation, calm cool villany— 
cc Deliberate miſchief, unimpaſſioned luſt, 
And ſmiling murder Py 
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ment: of Albert; and a com- 


** * PREY — 38 1 * ds _— K 1 "tw" 8 25 1 * es 
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: manded her des be ſeated,” and 


to comply, She complied not; 
and Sir Raymond, obſtructing her 
way. calm requeſted her to be 


reſeat d; ; and bowing, rook her hand 


to lead her back. F uriouſly | ſhe 
ruſhed forwards to the door, de- 


manded, and even firuggled for re- 


treat, —To the infolence of 5. no man | 
will [ be ſubject ; not even Albert 


unto thine, ſhe cried.” | 1 


| The Duke commanded his attcs- 


dants to ber; and they at 


tempted to 2 8 him: but the vo- 


nn woman Urew 88 from her 
robe! 
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robe She aimed a blow at Sir Ray- 
mond; but Grinioald the Avenger 
Qarting forward, ſtayed her arm. 


Do not thus expoſe yourſelf, ma- 
dam, ſaid Alben to his furious con- 
ſort, who was now held pen the 
ground, panting with her rage: 2 this 
conduct ſpeaks more for the inno- 
cence of "The priſoners chan all your 
evidence has done againſt it. | Judg- 
ment ſhall now. be finally given : and 
to you, Sir Raymond, 1 give the 
2 1 ſentence. 
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; "A T d replied, Te! appears to ms | 


lo far from. their being guilty,” 
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is my firm opinion there was ſome 
plan laid againſt their lives; of which, 
unleſs your lady would condeſcend : 
to anſwer when called on in an ex- N 
culpatory manner, I cannot in my 
own conſcience venture to r 
her. loc 8 I 
. Juſtice i 18 not due to the great man 
only; it is alſo for the pelant: and 
we may depend upon it, at the great ' | 
day when the whole world is called | 
to judgment; no reſpect will then be 
given to greatneſs: Princes and ru- 
lers are here but the agents of the 
Divinity and ſent to adminiſter juſ- 
tier thou 4 Had : a cy been 
1568 ct 5d bn lid 
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| laid panintt: your liſe, the accuſed 
| would have under gone the ſevereſt 
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ſcrutiny : yet you are only one, and 
your life but as another's: If a plot 
has been laid againſt the ſaſety of 
theſe poor men, we ſhould, without 
conſidering the greatneſs of the per- 
ſon, conſider only the greatneſs of che 
offence: YL Allo reflecting, that he who 
injures another, though the injurer 
be a prince, has made himſelf les 
than the other, though th 2 injured be 
make any diſſerence in our judgment, 
it ought only to add to its ſeverity; 
for the better the education has ſteen, 
ſo cn better ſhould be the edu- 
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cated ; and in conſequence, the 


greater knowledge he had of the 
criminality of the action, the greater 
wickedneſs muſt have actuited him 
to become guilry of it.—1 do then 
give, as my opinion, chat the Lady 
Brunchilda and the accuſers of the 
men, are guilty of a ſecret and dia- 


bolical machination, to 00 theſe = 


men, who are innocent ; ; nor until 
each anſwers faithfully, and by their 


anſwers clonr tbemſelves from all ap- 


pearance of Suilt, can 5 * this 


Hege. : 


- The Duke looked ſurprized; but 
5 conſented:: — the * raved Al- 


bert 


7 
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bert artlered her to be dien 4. 
ſhould be dire&ly t DOUNC 
21 5 D 13 ITY 


Never before had he? 
had occaſion for equal reſolutions" flie 


therefore gave him no credit for the 
 aſfertion, until the chains which nad 


been brought to bind young E. 
were pur around her, and her* moch 
was' ſtopped. —Chained to à 
the became an yer wonder 


contempt to the aſſembly. 
; £54.09 VIDES] 1B915- EI WIHER - 


The anger of Albert when once 
rouzed, was not eaſily elled. 'T 
an 1 to 2 he had now 
ts and "he" made a 
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Ao that was Brunchilda found to 
bave been guilty, he would act by her 
and her companions as he ſhould have 
done by 1 had he been the 
fame, | | 7 


Edward was then ſummoned ; and 
Sir Raymond aſked him at what f 
hour he reſcued the men. At three. 4 
Did the accuſed carry any weapons I 
For murder? and if yes, what were 
they? A dagger. What dreſs hal 
Dunifleda on? Green. Where did 
he go on his return from the convent 
the laſt night? To the lady of Duke 
Albert. How long did he remain 
with her? Al few minutes only. Did 


4 . he 


— 
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he ſee her any more that night? No. 
Where did he then go? He attended 


on the Duke. Where went he when 
the Duke retired? To his chamber. 


Remained he there all night 2 Ves. 
At what hour did he go to his cham- 
ber? At ten. Did he ſee any one 


_ afterwards ? He did not. 


- 3 E 


Let him be taken away, ſaid Ray- 


* 


mond, and produce the other.—Ano- 
ther being brought, Raymond de- 


manded what weapons had the ac- 
cuſed? Daggers. In what was Duni- 


fleda dreſſed? Green. At what time 


a five. Did he ſee Edward vyeſterday | 


Fes, 


0 ' ; 8 
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5] 1 beben away 18 hs: the 
other, ſaid Raymond. With the evi- 
denee of the former or Edward, the 


green. The laſt dreſs of Dunifleda 
vas ordered to be brought; but it 


was not 
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[heap * wat wink the over-night, 


what purpoſe? Said he was not 
ch _ did not like going to 


£4 + „ 


agreed, except that Dunifleda was in 


The wife of Grodern 
was then . in what colour Du- 


 nifleda came firſt to her cottage ? In 


. | green: 


after the. family was retired. For 


1 
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5 green: out, it being wet, torn, and 
dirty, I perſuaded her to o accept ut 
which lies before you;—was the re- 

ply the made. hen | evdur! 


5 ; ; | Gy Ly a. od 
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It appears to me, cv 
eaſy to account for the concordant 
© anſwers of the men in reſpect tõ Du- 
nifleda's dreſs.— Edward had ſeen 
her habited in ir, and had certainly 
l given the men n. notice, or themſelves 
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Juſt then Grodern eniered the . 
cn and was aſked wherefore 
he had fled — <« To ſcreen my grey 
hairs from wanton inſult, did Iretire : : 
I now deliver myſelf, and wait thy. 


| mercy. Yet, Albert, 1 warn thee, : 
| | _ eonfider well what thou art about; 

| if life is taken away from any. here . 
| unjuſtly, it will be required of thee, 


again at the hands of thy Maker,” . 
ſaid he, —My pleaſure then, is bis, 
replied Albert: That you, Grodern, 
do immediately paſs ſentence on 
F Rrunchilda aud her accomplices, | ä 
whom we hold. guilty of having at- : 
tempted by moſt wicked and male- 5 


volent Pradtives,” to take away the 


KA ft 7 Ic! "> 
Ar 


N lives 
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lives o ſeveral innocent petſons. 
Much power! Þ give into your hands. 


To do juſtice to the Poor man, I de- 
liver up the wife of my boſom, the 
princeſs of theſe, dornains 3; be juſt: 


but oh, be merciful ! 2 Ry 
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Albert nom hid his face in his 
bands, and was 2 a while loſt; in ſorrow; 
He hated, vice, and mourned at the 
view wherever he beheld i its 1 bie 
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 Groderti, after Aa pauſe, replied, 5 


&* 


Let her paſs one moon in the myſte- 
rious apartments of thy caſtle, 


* 


let not one of her friends be admitted 5 


to her Preſence 'Y let all che 


awe 
#4 4 


irons © confined 
el 5 - 
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confined in the dungeon of the caſtle, 
and kept to hard labour for one whole 
year: let all the profits of their work 1 

be gi; ven to Jaequemar; and as the | 1 

treacherous Edward, under the name 
of Alwin, was chiefly the cauſe of L 
Dunifleda' s death, let his property be | 
ſold, and the money given to ber 6 
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Albert, raiſing his head, faid, Old. 
man, you are merciful | indeed 35 1. 9 
feared you would have doomed her to 
die, and would have demanded her 
property. Wherefore do you aſk no 
recompenſe for your own injuries? 


Ar I want 
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1 want not property; my ſon can 
labour ; but the babes of Dunifleda 
have loſt their mother and ſupport : * 
the father cannot attend to them whilſt 
he purſues his work. —1 hon alkeſt 
wherefore I doomed her not to death? 1 
We have no right to deprive her of 
that which we did not give: life is 
the gift of Heaven, and Heaven alone 
has right to claim it back ; beſides, 
although” ſhe wilhed our deaths, ny 
has n not 3 gained her wiſhes, + 
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eader, thou ſhalt not be delayed 
from other concerns, by a deſeription 
of the various feelings which agitated 
the boſoms or coloured the featu res 
of the different people aſſembled in 
the nave when Albert confirmed this 
ſentence; we leave thee to fancy all 
that malice, rage, vexation, ſhame, 
wonder, joy, and gratitude can cauſe, | 
and thou wilt know all I can tell thee; 
for all that they could was now. anus] 
by them. yas 90 
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SONG: 


When penſive paſs the lonely hours, — 
My harp, I ſeck thy pleaſing pow'rs 5 
Thy ſprightly notes my ſpirits cheer, 
: Or tender ſounds convey a charm, . 1 . 
Which ſad afflictions oft diſarm, | $ | 
And render ſorrow leſs ſevere. 


A R 
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No female friend my hapleſs youth 
: Ere guided | in the paths of truth, RT 
_ Depriv'd the gentle mother's file, 
My luckleſs feet might wend e a 2 
And wander in deſtruction's way: e 5 
Vice might my innocence 3 | 


* 
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31 But when I feel che ſtorms ariſe, SA l 
And clouds obſcure my temper” 's Sits 11 
1 fly to thee and ſeek thy =. 
Emotions ceaſe,. wild paſſions reſt, 
-/Tranquillity-beams o'er my breaſt: 
| -:, Sweet harp, by thee my care's alley d, 


” oi "4 5 > 4» ” 4 * 5 ** ; — 2 3 : 7 
1 BEET SI” 4s ALE 2? S : 
12 $ } ” £ . 2 3 144 n ; 
0 3 7 £0. Tues . b > . 344 8 3 1 


Thus fung Hildegarde as | ſhe 
; Arack the chords of her harp in the 
hall of the caſtle. The tears had 
ſtolen down her cheeks at the com- 
mencement of her ſong; reflection 
on her unhappy ſituation frequently 
drew them from her; but by the 


time ſhe had concluded the ſtanzas 


Which were dickated to ber. bym the 
moment's fancy, cheerfuln 


aſſumed its empire, and, bo: handy | 
Sew 8 countenance 
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countenance” was again illumined with 
the ſmile of innocence and peace. A 
The noe; ACS our atten- 
tion; the Lady Hildegarde, was the 
only offspring of Albert and Brun- 
childa. In the earlieſt years of in- 
fancy ſhe was deſerted by lier female 
; parent, and given up entirely to the 
care of her "attendants, © Brunchilda 
knew not a mother's feelings z bers 
were of a baſe” kind. Albert loved 
his little daughter; but a father's 
care alone cannot curb and direct 
ſufficien ty the irit propenſ ties of 
the infant mind. The ſoftneſs and 
Ns of ber nature would Hive 


ee e 2 made 


20 rug ANTHATED *rre ron. 
made her imbibe eaſily the Ieffons of 


vice whith Bronthilda WOoud have 


taught her, had not ſhe been even 


fortunate i in her deſertion. The un- 
| ruly temper, imperious demeanor, 


impetuous paſſions, and unfeminine 


behaviour of Brunchnda, were far 
better hidden from het eyes than 
left for her to copy. Caſt on the care 
of nurſes, ſhe was kept in diſtant and 
obſcure chambers of the caſtle; She 
: never ſaw her mother, except at thoſe 
N times when Albert would require the 
; preſence « of his little daughter; and he 
would often ſend for her, but it was 
bot for the purpoſes of inſtruction; it 
va as only k for his own amuſement ! | 


. Albert 
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Albert was a. goed man, and de- | 
teſted every vice, in every form; ha | 
| loved juſtice, and was good-tempered,, 
but weak and ſuperficial. T his prince, 
therefore, could not be of much ſer- 
vice in the education of his daughter; 
which was in time truſted to an old 
= minſtrel who lived within the caſtle, 
þ and a grey: headed monk, who offici- 
5 ated as her confeſſor. She was great- 
Iy in favour with all around ber: {a 
ſweet was, her diſpoſition and fo. con- 
5 trary to Brunchilda's. Often, when. 
.. marking the quick progreſs ſhe made 2 
in the trifles he could teach ber, che 
old minſtrel would ſigh, to think ſo 


- tajr:a bloſſom ſhould. remain. in ſuch. | 


„ SS a want 


ak 
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a want of culture. How night the" 


lovely Hildegarde have ſhone beneath 


a parent s care Her perſon was not 


leſs charming than her mind was. 


good. Intereſt and attraction et 
to hold their court round Hildegarde; 
and ſhe needed but to have been 
generally known to have been gene⸗ 


rally loved: but happy fate! her in- 


fant years were doomed to be paſſed 


in a ſtate of total obſcurity: thus was 
the kept v unſullied by the contagious 
breath of vice; 3 and thus was her 


boſom the retreat of artleſs ſentiment. 
| When advance” of time brought her 
to thole years when confeſoti was firſt 
enjoined, how delighted was the heart 


„„ 5 of 


; to be vexed, 1 we will trace every 


rab TRY en 23 
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N Tha ps: "breaths forth — — 
but the ſimple accents of  unſported 

purity! In eyery human breaſt t. the, 
wayward paſſion will ſometimes ariſe; - 


2009 


but we have; very little occaſion really 


a4 


cauſe of our riſing anger | from its own 


4 ET S920, 
origin, ee its Prreß, to its 
bogs LE 1 1 : n 1. 1 an Dy F ** 54 "my 

5 5 


7 _ Ro: Fg bad | an Hil. 
degarde to ſuſpend the paſſion v whilſt 
ſhe reaſoned on the cauſe thus e ere : 
time could give much ſtrength to 5 
feeling, ſhe had obtained Placidiry, 
and. bore. every croſs, ith- patience 
MET: 8 and 
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and compoſure, But the old monk 
could not live forever; and Hilde- 
Hide" loft 2 father in her friend! ! 
His place was ſupplied by a ſtranger ; 
and the only confidence ſhe could 
place in him, was of a religious na- 
ture. The loſs of the monk increaſed 
her affection for her nurſe and min- 
ſtrel. She would follow Fredegaire 
to the obſcure receſſes of the foreſt, 
trace the wild walks, and climb the 
airy ſummit of each ſurrounding hill: 
ſhe would help him to bear his harp 
to where the waters daſhed againſt | 
the ſhore, and, then, fitting by his 
| fide, liſten to its ſweet muſic: or ſhe 
| would | bid him lead her to the ruſtic 


hamlet ; ; 


7 
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; 124. 


hamlet; he would call for the inha- 
bitants' of the cottage, : and, liſtening 
to their forrow, ſeek to relieye them. 


Often did ſhe viſit the dwelling, of 
Jacquemar, to ſee her favourite Du- 
nifleda; and to the ſhelter of the 
ancient Grodern ſne would often 
ſpeed: but ah! what was the charm. ' 
which here could have attraction !. 
Here ſhe beheld young, Edgar—and | 
here ſhe firſt began to love! 1 
1 you ; muſt x not © love ry cam 87 
ſon, would the old minſtrel ſay.— 


Catching | up his harp, tg: would 


ly, 5 -/ * . 
1 C s 7 . ; 
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£57 An me! ſo well I love to trace 
The beauties of my Edgar' 8 bee, 
Poor Hildegarde's heart is won, 
5 © Altbough he's but a peaſant's ſon; - 


DE 


1 lem an orphan cure's by rare, 
| Depriv'd 1 my right to rank or ſtate! 
My parents from their child remove! 22 
Then way I not a peaſant. love? 


923 - #. 4 


- — 


- re — KILL , 8 D - $4 fu / GP; «os - 6 * * 
— "ans — — TS — I O * 3 i R - 
- mn 2 — — —— ᷑ — — —— HY bes 
—— 4 2 — 2 — AE - * 4 aw —— — * * — * 222 ** 9 5 
K COTS TION 5 — ONT Ie — — 9 = n . — f 4 K . * — * 
wa — r 3 TBS n hat" N rr 
N 2 - 1 . . 
0 Eee Fr ea tree re , 
* Aer » * —— v — . ” * 0 — — n vY . 


oo 
<> $2039 Apes. 
* — 


Wit thou, my Sindy tan, ſay, 
f Muſt I through life neglected fray, 

l By all forgorten, lov'd by none 

1 Vile; it is the r fon 2 5 


3 

1 
9 
$+ . 
11 
1 


1 . ü 
1490.4 MEE 
When Glade Tonk 0 3 yoo * hy 
And ſcorching heats no more 3 
I Walk beſide tlie torrent clear, 


My peaſant ruſtic lays to en. 841 


Then, anczent minſtrel, ceaſe to chide 07: 
My ſteps to Grodern's cottage guide; 1 
3 ah ! wy” hear can love but one, 


 Akhough he j is a peaſant s ſon. 
801 | FE ihe Albert 
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za will never ſuffer you to 
marry Edgar.” 18 Marry ! bim! oh 
heavens! I never wiſhed, fas 5 that 3 
I only love him beſt of any]! — Thus 
would chey talk, and thus would they 
ramble. The young Edgar loved in 
return; his feriſe was ſtrong, his un- 
derſtanding cultivated, his heart was 
noble, and his perſon lovely: but he 
was 4 peaſant” s ſon, and ſnouid not 
have dared to love, ſays Folly ! 

Increaſe of years increaſed the 
beauty of H ildegarde; and now the 
ſtronger and before unknoun feelings 
would awake: her old friend was not 
alive to turn chem to their Proper uſe. 
5 Time 


——— EET 


. THE ANIMATED IKBLETOX. 


— 2 — — LE 2 
b x „ ET EI 
r . N ret E Eg A gr re ge, + « ” « 


Time ſoon removed her two other 
COMPANIONS, On their death. ſhe was 
ſuffered, to range over all the caſtle, 
mix in the parties, and be ſeen. 


— 


Brimchilda : marked her opening 
beauty with. diſguſt ; ſhe feared a ri. 
val; ſhe was the exact _ oppoſite to 
her mother in every reſpect, even in 
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her beauty. Brunchilda beamed 
brighter chan any female of * Gallic 


is Jn ao 

was admired for its richneſs and its 

grandeur. She wanted the ſuperla- 
tive charm of feminine attraction; 

for ſhe wanted modeſty! She might 
. inſpire | 


© 
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inſpire paſſion, but ſhe filenced love! 


Hildegarde was leſs regularly beanti- 


ful than her mother; but infinitely 


more intereſting. Touth and diffi- 


dence formed a ſweet contraſt at 
ſeventeen, to the daring countenance 


of Brunchilda at thirty-nine. Where 


ſenſe and good-nature lighted op the 
countenance of the one, it was viva 


city and paſſion which glowed in the 


viſage of the other: —one had the 


ſoft luſtre of the evening-ſtar; the 
other the fierce blaze of the meridian 


ſun. Betevölenee ſmiled in the mild 
eyes of Hildegarde; but in the fero- 


cious look of the mother, _—_ ard 


. 670 of ee ee Ib TT 
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daughter no longer as a plaything; 
he ſaw the hatred of Brunchilda, and 


wiſhed to recompenſe it by his ſupe- 
rior attention: and now he under , 


took to inſtruct her himſelf in What 


he could. Amply did her mind re- 
pay his care; and the flowers of 1 im- 
provement' luxuriantly bloomed upon 
aden tion From the gay hall 
y1circle, often would Brun- 
childa bid her be abſent: ſhe dread- 
ed ſuch a rival there. This was no 


puniſhment to Hildegarde, who, 
though ſne had that natural love of 


ſociality which is attendant on youth, 
eee een had it o | 


| , 
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tempered with diffidence and diſcre- 
tion, that ſhe oftener tried to ſhun 
than ſeek thoſe ſcenes of diſſipation- 
Poor Hildegarde wanted ſome female 

friend: ſhe had attendants appointed 

her, and a ſuit of apartments dedicat- 
ed to her uſe; but ſhe was not ſatiſ- 
fied. In that court of vice few fe⸗ 


. ; PE: "INE 0 | F - = 1 
males could remain unſullied; and 


the ladies appointed to- wait on Hi 
3 degarde, found her company what 
1 they termed too inſipid, to pay her 
moch attention- Theſe therefore 
could not: become the confidants 


Count 
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Count Richard ſcorned. all ties 
which gave diſappointment to his 
wiſhes : he ſhunned all whom he 
might attain, to indulge. the depra- = | 
vity of his temper; which. Jed him 
only to wiſh. for {uch as were forbid- 
den by honour, juſtice, and morality. - 
Poſſibly, had Hildegarde been no- 


wiſe related to him, nor by her union 


with any. other, prevented from re- 
ceiving his addrefles, he would have 
looked on her without paſſion, and 


paſſed by regard els, anxious to en- 


gage in ſome more vile purſuit; bun 

now, as morality forbade him to love 
Hildegarde, ſhe was the only lady he 
was, moſt Lrongly. determined feſo- 


— ” 


lutely 
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W lutcly to love. To Brunchilda did 
the Count declare his wiſhes; and 
vy her they wete epproved. ' Envi- 

© ons of a virtue which ſhe had not 
the reſolution to copy, ſhe was deſir- 
ous of ſeeing her daughter funk as, 
deep in infamy as herſelf. " 


The Count was too wily to ſuffer 
the Duke to diſcover his diſpoſition: 0 
Albert was not overſtocked with pe- 
netration, abd he ſeldom ſuſpected 
what he did not immediately "ſee. © 
Hildegarde knew not the temper” of 
her uncle: ſhe ſcarcely underſtood” 
his declarations 3 for him to offer her 
—————— 

voL. 11. thought 
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thought” poſſible, that when he actu- 4 
ally did ſo, ſhe fancied the fumes ef 


liquor had diſturbed! his brain, Or 
that ſhe had not entirely e 


. 


ed his real meaning, If ſhe ever re- 
foſed patiently to liften to him; or 
gave him the flighteft repulſe, the 
immediately drew on herſelf the ſharp 
anger of Brunchilda- Hildegarde 
could not mention it to her father: for 


the knew not what to declare; though 


me frequently mentioned her diſlike 


of him. Her only reſource was, in 
ſpending as much time in her own. 


day of che trial; having aſted of one 


of her female W who thoſe 


were 


1 


* 


were that had gone te the convent, 
the lady (who was in the pay and in- 


tereſt of Count Richard, and had 
been ordered by him to ſay he was 

abſent) informed her every perſon was | 
from home, ſaving a fem old domeſs 


tics and a portion of the guards, A. 


ſhort time before the party, came 
back. from the trial, Huldegarde, 
thinking herſelf free from unpleaſant 
company, ordered her harp into her 
favourite hall. Sometimes ae, : 
lancholy ſituation ſhe was in, the 
ment of her mother, and babe 
conduct of her uncle, drèw tears from 
Fl Wi Strand 


ad 
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this it was which promp 00 her to 
7 A 

i-th W 0909. 901 Snomont ont 


168 213 tun 3 su: game: | 
— E aan aught he 
muſic, he never could teach her poetry: 


und it is not for the beauty of her 


compoſition that the lines are inſerted, 
but a to ſhow. thefrelingaof her 
mango HOO! ain ad neon 
28 00. 85 5 F 1 8 FI 7 ; . 1 2 bigs < a fo = 24117 
8 dad tho: Finiſhed. when 
Count Richard entered the hall. dhe 
at his preſence, and appeared 
<liſpleaſed- - She would have quite] 
the place that minute, but the feared 
to affront him, for ſhe knew he Was 
malicious; but ſhe intended to do ſo 
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the moment ſhe could, without its 
appearing that, in quitting the hall, 
ſhe ſought to leave his preſence. He 
looked on her with a daring gaze, 
with fierce and impatient eyes, which 
he tried to ſoften with ithe tæhderneſs 
of love; but ſtill there liked bo- 
neath his ſmile a ferocity which ter- 
rified the gentle Hildegarde. Count 
Richard might grin, but he; could 
not look tender. A man Who had 
never known one virtuous or endeat- 
ing emotion, who had ever been a 
ſtranger to real love, pity, or affeo- 
tion, could ill attempt to make his 
countenance expreſs what * A 


could never feel. 


ug © The 


Sa 
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The Count obſerved che terror kis 
Fade and countenance occaſioned; 
and this trengthened his reſolution, 
for his malignant heart loved even to 
territy the objects whom he thought 
were in bis power. Still in the pre- 


ſent inſtance he wiſhed. this timid 


girl not to be warned of his purpoſes 
by his looks, for ſhe was entirely at 
his mercy : ber manifeſt diflike ſti- 


mulated kim to injure her, from the 


ſpirit of revenge.” Never yet could 
he find one female that could truly 
lov e him; many fearing his power, 


or, from fordid motives, had become 
his prey; but none from love. This 
made him wear in ig! own heart en- 
mity 
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Is mity to the whole female ſex; 5- and 
a he was determined to add every, ag 
gravation to that enmity which his 


1217 £44 


84 471 „ 


"A could ger 10 1 Ille ES 
Te 0 Alps the preſent terror of 
Hildegarde, that . ſhe might the more 
eaſily fall into, the ſnare he was ſ] ſpread- 
ing for her, he took her | harp, and 
playing, began to ſing to it. bo his 
was a charm ſhe ſcarcely could refiſt 
for Richard had an excellent: voice, 
and he could draw tones trom the 1 in- 
ſtrument which would make attention 
ſtart. He ſung, of wars. and ble 1 
deeds, of fairies and. enchanted le- 
dead. Well Pleaſed. that, he. con- 
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125 wherefor 6 ſhe « ever wiſhed to ſhun his 
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| fined himſelf to muſic, Hildegarde 
N 8 and forgot her fear, until 
5 h pac aſide the harp, he 
threw himſelf © on his knees before her, 
Iva and, "ſeizing | both her. hands, aſked, 


5 MEN the ftruggled 0 N releaſe them : 


3% 2 Dt: 101 


preſence, and ſhowed ſo much diſlike 
e he puer 8g. 5. 
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* Becauſe yau talk fo ſtrange to to me, 
and look fo fierce.” 
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much 1 love you; and why fro gon 


uc a7 thing which loves you?“ 
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< Bit you” are my uncle,” ſai 
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e ene to extticaie her 
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«Ah, ede how 7 often have 
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E heard you 1 you vibe! Brun- : 


© childa'wo ad why 
not e 'with that I mould 2 


gra et? 51 8 251 
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1 nee not wiſh it, when you ſay 
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« Then, why 1222 me for it? You 


love your little dog, Fidelle, and your 
faithful 


2 


5 who loves you too. 


Oh, Hildegarde ! if) you, would but 


I as ds B45 SES 
love and careſs' me half as much as 
either of chem. 
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801715 hey deſerve to be loved, becauſe 
thęy on! ly try to amuſe and pleaſe me:: 
S “,x ̃ teize me. ; 
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No, that 1 cannot BUY 7 my alter, 
bade me take care of you this morn- 
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86: vill if 70. will careſs me firſt; 
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you there, as he follows you. Thus 
ſaying, he attempted to embrace her; 
but breaking from him, ſhe was run- 
ning toward her apartments, when the 
horn ſounded at the caſtle- gates, 
which foretold the returu of Alberts 
Richard diſappointed, departed from 
the ball, and Hildegarde; not wiſhing 
to ſee her mother, retired erte ter 
rified, and uncertain n to . 


a now this bon and bis train 
entered the caltle, Brunchilda was 
looſed from her palfrey, on "which, 
with chains, ſhe had been bound, 
Fora few nights Albert propoſet de- 
erring the confinement of Brun- 

| childa 
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childa to the haunted. chambers : 1 he 
agieed to ſuffer her to remain well 
guarded” in her own apartments un- 
til ſomerhing bad been done to the 
others to make them habitable. He 
brdered fotne' workmen to open cheni 
on the morrow, and prepare them 
for the reception of Brunchilda: he 
et rmined' that night, "notwithſtand- 


2 », 


ing the adventure of che laſt, to again 


encounter he ghoſts, - Tue ins 


"oa 1 


= but rather waited with impa- 
tiene to e the cauſes of their 


' * 
2a * * ak * 
£ 89 8 : 5 "2 1 5 - 3 
* 


8 3; , CFF 
* 9 2 - => * | . ; 
* . 14 2 ALL 137 þ IEF ES LEY 8 LS 524 Ep 58 


THE ANIMATED SKELETON. 45 


It foon+ bens . to Count 


Lo 4, IF © 


of whale eke 3 were 
for bis ſake, To the anger! he alr ady 


ESE ESST 


— v — N 5 deeply, was he re- 
ſolved upon t the murder of his, hoſt : 
and this, not from the love he had for 
Brunchilda (and who could loye ſuch 
a ſiſter) but from the hatred be bore 
to the Duke. It became doubly neceſ⸗ 
fary for him to conceal his determinas 


tion, as be, micht. well; ſuppoſe, that 
to have betrayed by voice, , counte: 


nance, or manner the leaſt trace of i it 
he ſhould be confined with his ſiſter, 
or 


rut ANIMATED SKELE? ron. 
0 baniſhed” the court. Ne was not 
ſuffered to ſee. Brunchilda on his re- 


qyin, neither: could he obtain an in- 
ber vier with any of her chief favour- 


des Or, Finz all were lecured for 
the preſent. Half devoured with 
malice and, the, effects of concealed 
rage, he hid himſelf in his apartment, 
where he Fr Pent mot of the remainder 
of the day Preparing the Pn for the 
execution of his revenge. From the 
jeſſons of his mother Gunilda, he had 
learnt to compoſe the moſt t ſubtle poi- 
fons ; to determine the degree of their 
effect and torture, and even che hour 
of. their operation. He now. bufied 
bimſelf in preparing one which mould 

8 be , 


a 2 
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de accompanied in its effect (which 
was fixed for a few hours after it Hi 


been taken) with the moſt poignant 
agonies ; neither could any remedy 
be found ſufficiently ſpeedy or ſtrong 
to counteract its baneful eſſects: The 
diſguſt which had been raiſed in the 
boſom: of 1 Duke Albert 0 de ith 
he hin eee 10 her 
at a diſtance from any others, hien 
were filled on the niglit aſter his re- 
turn from che trial. The rebms which 


» 


adjoined kis had been ſlept in on the 


preceding nigbt; bur, f 
that Brunchilda was condemned, 


* 


every 


— 
e 
— 41 " 


f 


— 
—ů— 
2 es OA 


EE ee nine EN 


PIR; 8 
nd — 3 
— 2 — ew — 

— —— — t — — — 

= ES Ya HIYA „ 


r 


— —— 
re 


r 
os r ——— TOs" 


ET IENE IT SIEM 3; | 
4s. THE ANIMATED 5KBLETON, | 


4 


every petſon who | had been a viſor at 
the caſtle, thought they could not 
5 with propriety continue longer; and 
by their preſence add to. the pain the. 
mereiful Albert muſt naturally feel on 
che puniſhment of one Who was ſtill 
his wite, although the was never dear 
to him. The Knights offered to > quit : 
the caſtle alſo; but this was not bei- 
mitted by Albert, who earneſtly re- 
queſted their pi eſence for ſome time ; 
lon; er. He had now riſen high I” 
the opinion of the Englith Raymond; 4 
and even Grimoald the Avenger began | 
to ſancy thar the Duke was almoſt 
honeſt, ne Z vg 


The 
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The diſtance that Albert flept from 


A 
* 
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i any y perſon, now made Count Richard ; 


think he could more eaſily atchiere 


his infamous | intention yet he feared ; 


„ 


* 


chat alone he could not overpower 


the Duke, unleſs aſſiſted : he there- 


fore made known his purpoſe to a ſer- n 


vant who had ever been ready to aſſiſt 


him in any nefarious undertaking. | | 


Gondemar (which was the name of 


this minion) was therefore fworn to a : 


s > * + 


ſtrict ſecrely ; 5 and under che promiſe | 


| of a great reward, undertook. to allt 
him, : Richard attended not. at up- 


ä per; he pleaded forrow for the ill con- + 
duct of his ſiſter, and remained above. | 12 
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Albert being left at table alone 


with Grimoald and Raymond, 


thought it proper to queſtion the 
latter on an ex preſſion which he 


| bad let fall during the examination 


of the morning. The word favour- 
ite had reſted on his ear, and made 
a, deep impreſſion. He remarked 


Brunchilda' s anger on the applica- 
tion of it, with the little notice the 


ſeemed. to wiſh to. take of the reply. 
— Had a woman been conſcious of 
virtue, ſhe. would have demanded 
an explanation: — had Raymond re- 
fuſed, | ſhe, might juſtly have regarded 
him as à coward and a villain: for 
can a Pay; be leſs, who. before or to 
3 „„ others 
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others would darkly attack the Cha- 
racter of a femal e, and when called 
on to explain,” refuſe to do Ber jbl. 
tice ? Brunchilda had found RAy- 
mond more ready to reply; and that 
in ſuch a manner, as ſhe fbund'it her 

intereſt to prevent. She had there- 
fore gladly preſerved a teitiporar 7 i 

| lence, /and' ſuffered him to proceed. 
This, as before was remarked, eſ- 
caped not the notice of Albert; Who 
was anxious to know What Could 
be meant by the expreffi on. He ” 

therefore demanded of Raymon ick the | 
meaning of his ſpeech, and bis Tea- 
ſons ſor making it: what alſo" were 
the cc dark conferences” he alluded 
E 2 tO, — 
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0, to, —Raymond readily replied; for 
he was too generous R to make 
an accufation of any perlon of whoſe 
gullt he was not | beforehatid Ay 
convinced. e 
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8 Tast night, whilſt I waited for 

ur! "approach (ſaid Raymond) T 
heard if ſome footſteps paſting the gal. 

lery, at a diſtance from my chamber: : 
| imagining it to be yourſelf, and 
eager to attend you, 1 gently opened 
the door of my room; but 1 beheld 
Edward, 1 ho, without ſeeing me, 
entered” the apartments of your lady, 


bar 7 


accompanied by the two men we 
habe beet i trying, and who appeared = 


£12274 


'S 199 000 ut 
„ 


. PEA — Ss 4 * * 2 PX, 
F3 3 433 


THE ASIMAPED | SKELETON: 33 


17771 ri 71 "_ 


inst the innocent men we hab 
acquitted. Not long aſter, 1 heard 
chem retire, . I again gently qpened 
my door: I ſaw them departing, but : 
Edward remained. Surely, Albert, 
theſe private meetings could have 
been for no Purpoſes but thoſe of 
evil; and ſurely 1 was. juſtified in 

vling 1 the Expreſſions which [ did. 

5 Bac, pe erfidious woman! ex 2 d. 
Albert; ; the my ſterious appearances 
or noi ſes of the haunted Gas, 
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WY and by hy comtivance.; ber : 
thoſe rooms, ſhall not be her -prifon 
for a \ month alone, but throughout 

kT her 
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her life: her own goblins ſhall be 
ber own and fole ſource of amuſe- 
ment. Never could 1 bring my 
heart yet. to love her. Honour and 
tenderneſs for a woman, and a wife's 
feelings, led me to conceal this from 
her. 1 tried to treat her, as if I 
loved. I have indulged her in every 


| with, and prevented every want. By 
= Parent who preferred my enrich- 
. ment to my happineſs was I forced 
to ma ry her: when I eſpouſed her 


7 loved another, beautiful and amia- 
ble, as Brunchilda is the reverſe: 
the 1 is now loft to me for ever : be- 
neath the veil of a nun the now, in 


_ a diſtant clime, mourns à love which. 


was 


THE ANIMATED SKELETON, 55 | 


Was mutual and unhappy. On my 
marriage with Brunchilda 1 became 
. poſſeſſed of all theſe extenſive do- 
. mains 3 but of this caſtle * have 
never until now been maſter : . ik have 
moſt unfortunately, ever fince < 
. wedded Brunchilda, through a mil- | 
taken attachment which I concei: red 
on her part, ſuffered her to rule both 
me and mine. with an abſolute way. — 
But let us waſte no more time on ſo 
unworthy. a ſubje& ; let, us ceaſe to 
talk of her, and proceed to the cham- 
bers: let us take this time each a ſe- 
parate light, leſt the ghoſt ſhould: age in 
leave us in the dark, by blowing o out 


the Avenger's, „ wa. 
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: It may; appear ſtrange Or unrea- 
ſonable, that the Duke ſhould prefer 
of che diſturbers of his caſtle's quiet; 
but as he began to imagine the re- 
port of ghoſts was entirely occa- 
ſioned by the nocturnal revels of 
Brunchilda, or ſome deſigning peo 
ple; he 1 ſuppoſed the time of night : 
was moſt lkely to ſurpriſe them in. 
Nad he gone in the day, it would 
he intended, at a time when it was 
1 bartels in PO J 
- nl ane 


_heaveding o Albert? 3 


chad rather to the mortification 


of Grimoald, they each carried n ſe- 
parate light. T he Avenger felt his 
pride : much hurt at the ſuppoſition 1 
or rather recollection of bis dropping 
that he carried on the pre ding! 
night, from alarm. They met this 
time with neither interruption, alte“ 
ration, nor ghoſt, - throug h any of 
the apartments of the north wing 


cloſed. The Duke das) fitſt and 


opened it: on doing which; a malt 
| piece of paper fell at his feet. Pick=- 

e unfolding it, he found 
written 
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vritten therein, “Guard thine, own 
life, guard Hildegarde. To what 
end depriveſt thou the lioneſs of her 
Power, if thou ſuffereſt the lion to 
roam at liberty ?“ 


323 


For ſome time they pondered over 
the lines: they appeared inexplica- 


ble; but chey were better ſaved than 


He then turned his attention to the 


chamber. The bed and every thing 
elſe appeared as on the preceding 
night, but no ſigns of a ſkeleton ; they 
examined the room thorou ghly, and 
on the floor diſcovered the traces of 
blood, which, muſt hare, been. ſpilt 


«ic KY ex. . 3 : man 
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{ many years before, and which ran 
in ſuch quantities as to cover a large 
tpace. In one ſpot near the door it 
had congealed and formed a Tifing 
on the floor. At a diſtance from thie 
bed, and on the ground, lay a large 
filver cup; which appeared to have 
been thrown down with ſome vio- 
lence, from a bruiſe on the fide, and 
which had not been removed for a 


long time. It was with ſome diffi- 


culty they diſcovered it was filver, 
as duſt and tarniſh obſcured all its 


near wats] it had fallen, with! a "oY 
coloured liquor; but they could not 
diſcover of what nature it was, tlie 
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mark ſelf being ſcarcely diſcernible, 
from time and dirt. Various con- 


jeQures were formed on theſe appear- 


ances: they remarked, ſome foul mur 
der muſt have. been committed; and 
ſuſpicion ali ghted on the former rela- 
tives of Brunchilda who, inhabited 
the caſtle; ol but to find out who was , 


the. injured perſon, and who. the in- 


jurer, they « deemed impoſſible. From 
the dark boioms of the Count or 
his ſiſter, they fancied they 003 
never draw i it; 3. and would never have 
the power to do juſtice to. thoſe , 
perſons \ who might f ſtil remain related : 
to or interelted | in the concerns of. s 


the deceaſed. Grimoald, with much 


petulance and aſſumed conſequence, 
declared 
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Seel he thoutd: make it his buſs. 


Reer 


neſs to enquire and would himſelf 
queſtion Brunchilda. Indeed, be 


3 


aſſerted, he deemed it his duty 10 
inſiſt on the Duke's perimiſhon « to in 

. terrogate that lady and her brother; 3 
and he had no doubt he mould G0 0 
ir ſo Kcilfully,” that they could nor 


7 
|: 


evade the' truth, eſpecially as he never 
niet with 4 ghoſt yet lich he Gig 
not diſcovet the ente of, or r drive” 
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laſt night, the rat which made you 


drop the lamp, the owls which 


ſung while you l in — 1 


or ee 


4 Grimoald angrily replied, there 
was no time for trifling; but he 
would at ſome future period con- 


vince the incredulous Engliſnman 


of his confequence and valour. You, 


. know not, ſaid he, but what I myſelf 
may be the perſon pan 28 tlieſe 


murders. 


And pray, win: are 1 1 e 5 
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: Grimoald the We iT n 
Raymond, OI al ont; 


SE | 128 


A 
1 am, Sir Fade, and 1 will prove” 
Ws retorted the angry Incognito, 
ſtalking. moſt en, out of the 
ron: ami da mu 
Noth ng more occurred this night - 
in the haunted chambers; and. they 
retired uninterrupted from the north / 
wing, after waiting in vain for the 
appearance of ſome apparitionn 


Having ſpent great part of the 
night in the wing, and being more 
Incines to talk than ſleep, they 

SON, 1 retired 
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er were they entered „than 
from behind ſame pieces of furniture 
ruſhed Count Richard, e. 1 
poniard and a cup. He ſtarted ba 


on ſeelag the e n. as rom 


poniard hos a blowar:Alberr ;--but 


he ſtruck him not; the knights 


2 
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ſeized: him before he could effect 


His purpoſe; but ſtruggling, violent - 
ly, he diſengaged one arm, with 
his boſom, and plunged it in tlie 


fide of Sir Raymond, who with. the 


ht, had gone this evening 


unarmed. The, reaſon e had 


they fancied there mas lit 
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| + By hee aſſiſtance of Albert the 
_ Count" was again ſecured but his 
uncommon denz rendered it 4 
ne to perform Raymond in 
i 4 fer minutes wender he was 
V longer able to aſſiſt them; his 
FT gde felt unuſually painful; the pon- 
bud he knew had not ſtruck far; 
1 but he neyer had a wound of equal 
| agony, or which cauſed ſuch a heat 
| in the place, or faintneſs in his body. 
8 | heir diſtreſs on loſing his help was 
| © very greury'it was impe 10 
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E | could quit Richard to aſſiſt him; and 
| | without him they eduld not manage 
dae furious aſſaſſin. They could 
| | e! killed him but this the Duke 
| would 
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Wald not admit of; he wanted; to 
preſervs his lite for, a gonfeſſion 
which he now r certain: MoH 

bring ſome atroc ities to licht- 

They tried to drag. hi þi e de , 
parts of the gaſtle, where. they. could 
call for help but in vain; bis ſtrug⸗ 
gles preyented ther | 
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415 


0 quite pale,  Affſtance is now 
at, hand.“ Again, faid the voice, 
(Richard loſt his ſtrength, and ſunk 
on the ground, trembling and aghaſt) 
Count Richard ſhall revenge 
Count Richard's wem 
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terrified Sa gave one 18 perate 

ſtruggle, and, breaking from — 
tuſhed towards the door, his hair 
_ pt and his looks wild 


In the general 1 occaſioned 
+ by hearing of the voice, and Richard's - 
| uncommon. terror, thoſe who held 

| him 


THE ANIAMTED SKELETON. 69. 


him bad in part relinquiſhed their 
hold, which enabled h im t o ſhake 
them from him and eſcape th 
bur though he had broken from 
it was of little avail, becaule at the 
door he was arreſted by too of the 
Duke's domeſtics, whom” the moſt 
fortunate but unuſual chance had 


directed thither on fome büüänelb of 
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„ « Stop him,” ſaid the voice, again 
cloſe to him: and the ſervants 4 
his furious demeanor, obeyer 
Inviſible director. 
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6 of: bur wh ere is Sir Ray- 
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| 5b. ey immediately ferurned' to feck* 
for hit 54 , and diſcovered that he had 
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not paifed to wany © arm | bets ditlänt 
rom the Dukes, when h e was "ob 
Aged to reſt: exceſs of ben and un- 
common illneſs prerrtite d Bis con- 
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examined his wound, 


S136! Wart 


_ it nflned. in ſome laces, and 
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£1 could almoſt fancy 1-felt the 
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aig ng Raymond; | « that villain's 
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peculiar, to bimſelf, full fraught with 
the triumph of malignancy. That 
poiſoned, dagger was intended for 
Duke Albert, ſaid be, in caſe 4: 
could not force- him to. drink of 
the cup which 1 had prepared for 
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Infernal, will. 4 exclaimed Gris: 
moald, who had heard his ſpeech; 
1 would this minute kill thee, and 
baniſh. thy, vile : foul from, the eartk 

which thou. encumbereſf, wert 5 47 
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not reſerved for greater tonnents. 115 


2 
4 
1 


J ſcorn thy threats, vain boaſter, 
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"ay Boll 7 u pleas 
rb thb mayeſt Kill, Bu m1 thou 
a NC 8 me alive, whe hen ez 
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The morning had now dawn 
long upon them, and they were de- 
bating Hhow-they ſhoutd” act, when. 
one of the attendants of "the | : u 
Hildegarde tuſhed in, crying” out. 
and apparently almoſt frantic, O! 
where is my lady ?- give we be Lady* 


Hildegarde! 8 72855 12 121 
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lady is "gone! ch, I have n 
— know. por .whither 
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Count Richard ſmiled. His favour- 
ite ſmile; the Duke demanded an 
explanation, bidding ber be quiet, 
and ceaſe thoſe violent actions and 

exxrlamations which ſhe uſed, At 
this ſhe only ſcreamed and howled 


the more, until Albert hegan to ſuſ- 
Pes dhese vas dame deſign in ber 


and unnatural; ou te 


—— - * 


He could gain no intelli: 
ber, but that Hildegarde was gone. 
On finding he caſt be undered 


| 


ru mer. 7 
to ſtay with her and the Count whiklt 
he went himſelf to diſcover what 
could be the meaning of her delia - 
beer, He found Hlildegarde ac: 
tually miſſing; neither cbuld he in 

| any part f the caſtle diſcovet her. 
Hie tben returned to the lady and 
| Cov nt NRiehard, an d again demanded 
ber to give Him a ealavinccountiof 
all mne knew but he found her- in 
4 ſtate which was little likelg to ad- 
mit of her giving a regular detail of 
_ Grind6ald- and the atrendant ; pant - 
ing with fury and anger. Having 
atſed the reaſonz he was anſkered(by | 
the knight; * Son after yournde- 
8 parted, 
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parted, not thinking it of any con- 
ſequence to remain here, as Count 
Richard was ſecure, and ſuppoſing 
1 ſhould be of uſe to you, in finding | 
your daughter, I left the room; ; bur 
had not. gone many paces when 1 
heard, the noiſe oy a l e 
back. 1 returned, od found him 
Afruggling , with the lady, to vreſt 
from her graſp a dagger. With him 
1 effected this, and heard from him, 
that immediately on. my departure, 
ſhe had, drawn the dagger from her 
robe, . and, holding it in one band, 
p Bn to the Count, and kneeling 
Sewn, artempred to unlooſe a a part 
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of his Waile which appeared moſt 
ealy ; ;- and that ſeeing this, your at⸗ 
tendant tried to get from her the 
dagger; which occaſioned the noiſe 
e I OE 


hey 
. 
5 


| Upon hearing this, Albert, 
without any real or ſettled i intention 
of murdering the lady, took the 
dagger; and being hi ghly exaſpe- 
rated, 1243 it to her boſom, vou ing 
to ſtab ber to the heart that inſtant 


4 


if ſhe did not confefs the meaning of 
her behaviour, and where : Hildegarde 


Was. The lady, terrified, 'a and not 
pollelling courage equal to | her her un- 
denaking, Toon informed him that 
w= Hildegarde 
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Hildegazde was actually gone aways. 
that: he went, as uſual, to wajt on 
her miſſing; and that hearing tha 
ſhe could turn the loſs of the Lady 
was in the pay of Richard, h had 
bribed her to admit him to che cham- 
ber of his niege, and that, having let 
him in at ae ſhe left him wien 
che lady : hat finding her gone in 
1 morning, and the Count co 
and no tidings of Hildegarde, ſhe 
thought that if the raiſed an outcry 
and huſtle in che caſtle, e 
ſos would quit che Count to ſearch, 
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for the lady; at which time, were 
ſhe left with Richard, he could have 
an opportunity of unfaſtening his 
chains. Being left alone with only 
one attendant, ſhe' imagined her dag - 
ger would intimidate "and prevent 
him from n her in tee 1 
ation of the ( 
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I Villain,” cried the Duke to 5 
Count Richard, * where; where 16 
my daughter? your hellifſh . 
have ſtolen her from mee ls 
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{Richards ſmiled; and the malice” 
of a demon Was marked upon his- 
| viſage. * uh 146. 114 HP DUNN OL 
1 Albert 
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Albert ordered tlie lady 8 be ac” 
confined, vowing torments ſhould be 
uſed to make them confeſs, if milder 
uſage would not do. The mild good-" 
natbred Duke now had become a 
man of rage and violence. * was 
not a little which f in general could | 
rouſe his temper; ; but when it was. 
done, he could equal Richard.” "Ne ot- 
withſtanding” every thing h he could” 5 
urge or threaten, the Count deter. ; 
mined to be ſilent. He then called 
for the attendants of Richard, to try 

if they were lels wicked, leſs cruel, | 

than their maſter. They all came, ; 
except” one. Richard now broke ſij- 
lence. — Where is | Gondemar ? he 


fiernly 
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ſternly aſked : but none could. give 


any other reply. than that, Gondemar 


was miſting. —Hell and madneſs l ex- 


claimed he furiouſly, looking nearly 
all that Hell or madneſs could look; 
but in a minute he recovered bis! recol- - 
lection, and ſmiled again. The fears 
ediarely f 


of the Duke made him im 
fancy that at the commands. of R 


ard, Gondemar had carried off bis 
daughter 3 though by what * 5 


a 


cap 1 vas ; ieee for — ry 


guels : it was impoſſible e. 40. 255 = 
from the walls or windows of the cal- A 


te; and by the Bates ſhe h bad not 5 
. : Rage and Eri iel ae *. 
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turns the ſoul of the unhappy father, 
Sometimes he was - ſilent, ſometimes 
he raved ; but long was he incapable 
of judging how he ſhould proceed, 
or what was fitteſt' to be done. At 
length, by the advice of Grimoald, 
Richard immediately to the haunted 
rooms, and waſte no mere time in 
preparing them for the reception of 
Brunchilda. Richard was accord- 
ingly conveyed thither, and carefully. 
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The malice and vexation (which 
agitated the bofem ef the Count was 
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83 
now of no avail to him; and he was 
obliged, unheeded and deteſted, to 
fume out the remainder- of bis fury 
totally alone in a large, old, duſty, 
and decayed chamber: the worſt and 
moſt ſolitary which could be found 
in that wing had been allotted him. 
Nothing was allowed him but ſome 
mauldy ruſhes for a bed, and a ſean- 
ty quantity of coarſe proviſion for his 
ſuſtenance. A ſmall allowance of 
wood was placed near him; and an 
iron pan; in which his fire was made. 
Through pride and! vexation, his firs 
he for {ame time neglected; but at 
length the in and wind, which came 
through the eracks i eee 
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walls, made him turn his attention to 
the pati—in which | n embers were 
almoſt expired. 


95 


Thau, after ſome time; that an- 
ger world neither looſen his. chains 
nor give him the reſt he had loſt in 
planning and attempting to perform 


diabohcal ſchemes for the two laſt 
—— ee eee ſeek: i it 
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and a allowed no light but what 
e of his fire. 
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placed on the pan, almoſt doubting 
| | 5 which 
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in cConſequence of * 
Thiere mere ſors. eyelet, holes, in the 
walls ; but: theſe, for 
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which was the worſt, the exceſſive 
chillneſs of the evening, or the ſmoke 


which annoyed him; and Which 


(there being no chimney in the room) 
only made its exit through ſome of 


the crevices in the walls mage by the 
rage of time. The 


afted windows 
at the top of the room. bad been 
nn up ; and very little light or 

air could paſs through them, unleſs 
artial.. decay. 


ſome, reaſon, 
had been ſtopped up, The hole 
n bore the appearapge. of « a, dyn- 
©" hom ſo contrived chat r! found 


nor 1 enter. F arg 6 - "hana? 


G3 Over- 
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- Overcome with fatigue, heighrened 
6 the vain efforts vf his fury, Rich · 
ard laid himſelf down and eſſayrd ro 
fſlecp; à few broken ſlumbers would 
vecaſionally ſteal over bim, but guilt 
drove full fat away the ſweets of 
ſound fleep. From one of his ſlum- 
bers he was awakened by a noiſe in 
his room; when turning his head to 
from whence it proceeded; he beheld 
the iron pan drawn to a diſtance from 
bim, and a ſkeleton ſitting by it. The 
appearance had a double portion of 
horror, becauſe the light which was 
; cauſed by the embers Was too feeble 
to ſtrike! to advantage upon any but 


near objects: the chamber, in conſe · 35 


ne mw” quence, | 
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87 
quence, ſeemed almoſt entirely dark, 
except in the ſpot on which ſat the 
ſkeleton. The Count, in amazement 
and horror, ſtarted up, and attempted 
to ruſh forwards, to daſh in pieces 
the phantom which awaked him, but 
a ſudden pull backwards robbed him 
of the Power 31 at the ſame time the 
ſkeleton moved further from him, 
and as it went backwards drew along 
and uncaſed 1 fingers, the iron · pan. 
Sinking again upon his ruſhes in an 
agony of terror, he hid his face in 

his hands, unable to bear the ſtrange⸗ 5 
neſs of the ſpectacle; but he found, on 
their noiſe having reltored bim partly 


04 from 
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from his fright, that it was nothing 

but his chains which had cauſed the 
ſudden pull: they were faſtened to 
an iron in the wall, and by their not 
| giving. way, cauſed the reſiſtance. 
For a while he continued hiding bis 
a face with his hands; but a noiſe like 
raking the aſhes in the pan, made 
him again ſtart up; but he only did 
ſo again to fink, overwhelmed with 
horror at a ſight far more ſurpriſing 
and perplexing than what he had * 
beheld. . no f en 


Tbesere of the real Count Rich- 
ard Rogd.. befpre. bim: the man on 
whoſe reported baniſhment he had aſ- 

| ſumed 


IF 


THE ANIMATED SKELETON. $9 


Kiten the title and property be now 
polled under his name. > ec 8 a 


In one hand the figure held a dag- 
ger, with which he was ſtirring up the 
embers, as if to cauſe a brighter light 
to illuminate the chamber. In his 


other hand he held a cup. In a voice 
harſh and vindictive; and which made 
every nerve in the ſyſtem of the 
trembler revetberate, the figure ad- 
dreſſed him with, « Knowelt thou 


this cup, proud Hubert * 55 


Again with his ſhaking hands Lu- 
bert bid bis ace Nen me,” 
| CIR KL ZE: uh TCC 12% aid "5 
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aid the form; or this hour, this 


minute ſhall be thy laſt. 


Hubert juſt dared. to raiſe his 
,,,, iinanys 
thou chuſe for thy portion this dag- 
ger in thy boſom, or wilt thou ſuck 
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in thy death from this cup, by which 
thou didſt attempt to perpetrate my 


death? Yes, villain, this is the very 
cup which, when attended by the in- 
famous Gunilda, thou gaveſt to my 
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Hubert 
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Hubert became unable to anſwer; 
and the form continued: leuvre 
thee this night for thy repentance : 
to- morrow night :ſhall give+thee to 
eternity. lt ſaid nothing more, but 
immediately, taking the ſkeleton by 
one hand; he daſhed over the pan of 
fire, and darkneſs took place vf par- 
tial | gloom : no more noiſe was 
heard; but the pangs of guilt-weigh- 
to permit ĩt to riſe above the terrors 
of the ſcene and the accuſatiohs of a 
burdened eonſcience : he ſunk ber 
neath them; fear locked up all his 

ſenſes, and produced a ſwooon n. 
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Of what has often been miſtaken 
for and by the world falſely termed 
courage, Hubert poſſeſſed an ample 
ſhare; for if ferociouſſy ſlaughtering 
our enemies, daſhing forwards in the 
heat of battle, c or in the knightly jouſt, 
be courage, then all theſe would Hu- 
bert do. Where high towering, am- 
bition, haſty rage, hot enthüfiaſm; or 
deep revenge inſtigates the ſoul to 
daring actions; ; when our enemies are 
to be overthrown, or popular applauſe 
is to reward our actions, "we can i 
deem it courage. No, it is Ambition, 


H¹ 5 +3] 430 ;; 
, Tage, enthuſiaſm, or revenge: but to 
| +43 SOLE? 

cool courage Hubert was a firanger ; 5 
; for conſcience could make him trem- 


ble 
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ble ke an infant at che powerleſs 


form; and ſuch he thought the agued | 


8 


of Cou nt Richard. 


2 


The dme dee of a bine hav« 
ing power to at upon this earth, of 
to graſp. and carry heavy. and material 


ſubſtancgs, never paſſed. his mind: to | 


ſee the figure of a man he had bim. 
ſelf, as he thought, given certain 
death to, now to before how, 555 ears 
ing the very. i 
which himſelf had borne, 7 hearing 


him pronounce his doom, was that 


: occupied the mind of Hubert, hd 


| left him 1 in- A doubt ande tenor of he 
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+ Long he lay in the ſwoon. When 
be recpvered he found himſelf i in. 3 
darkneſs: ſlumber no more yifized, 
his eyes, fear kept him awake, and he 
y trembling until the morning · light 
| ſhowed bim the pan ſtanding exactly) 
Vuhere it had done at the ſpectre's 
crit, hut overturned; and no appears 
ance! of any thing elſe whatever: no 
change had taken place in the door or 
walls; and there was no appearance 
of the leaſt: opening by Which ad 
3 nnn. Ne 
n 2080 Amn S 11914: e l. 
j He now begao to revive WR bis 
i eee be wiſhed ta and 
almoſt didthink it had been all no 
1 thing 
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thing but a horrible dream: but 
again the removal and overthrow! of 
tho iron · pan perplexed him greatly. 
Sometimes he would think it / the 
effect of goblins; and at othets, that . 
fleep 2: yet this could not have been, 
it to nee 62-465 bead! r 
Ange ot og. : how rte 
At ten in che morning Gtimodld" 
entered the chamber of confinement, 
and brought with him ſome nn 
coarſe flour. He was: ſoon after fol 

lowed: by one of, the a 
who a han 2 
Paws VVV 
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means the pan had come in the ſitua- 
tion they found it; but no anſwer 
| was returned to their queſtion; the 
i eonſequence of which was, that new 
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| ſome flaw in the old chains, he had 
if been enabled to move from the corner 
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obſtinacy,puniſhed. nane,ſo.greatly:.as 
hi fe r as it redoubled. che cffor gf 
whale, hej.iajured. by it, to, ver m 
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at 3 Wet Duke entered the 
0 altered cguntenance 
of Hubert wapromerhenl by kim 


had Alete a joins eee, 
Albert imputed, the alteration. to, the 
remorſe, which: guilt. almaſt inyar bl 

occaſians, and. te the a rehenl | 
might naturally feel of the reward: hs 
merited. Taking advantage of what 
ro. him t — — 
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Where is my daughter, caitiff? | 
demanded the Duke. Hubert ſmiled, 
looked malicious, but gave no reply. 
Count Richard, doſt thou {till de- 
termine not to anſwer? and wilt thou 
Rill dare me to perform my threats of 
torture and of death ? continued he. 
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Each preſent recogniſed the ſound: 


it was the voice of 


and glad- 
auſe it had once 


Stolght'thenn "code; but to Hu- 


| s only that of koror fe for it 


ut 


THE. ANIMATED SKELETON, 


99 

ard. Violently did it cauſe him to 
tremble; and the perſpitation of fear, 
in n ſtole N 1 a 05 


| | What +4 is Fi upon, pw foul 
that agitates thee thus ? aſked Alb 


Hubert wank 1 with « Sls 
groan, whilſt he ground his teeth and 
knit his brows with fury, horror, a__ 
0m 


e Canwk eos! Oh nay 
child, my child, my Hildegarde, | 
what can. 10 why. fate? A om 
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can, who with deſend thee ? exclaimed 
the diſtreſſed fire of the loſt fair one, 


whilſt he wrung his hands in unde- 


Wi agony. 


- 


| She lives! 3 Hubert in a 


low voice, gloomily pronounced 


through bis clenched teeth, at the 


ſame time caſting his eyes on the 


Duke with a malicio us incer. | 


As a Laſh of brilliant debe 
did this ſpeech irradiate the counte- 
nance of Albert; who falling at the 
feet of the Count, Was for a moment 
ſpeechleſs ; but at length burſt from 
his heatt, On tell me ſhe is ſafe, 


G3 - "RY uninjured, 


* 
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uninjured, and I forgive. thy. every 
crime. Oh where, where | is the} 5 5 : 


The ſneer of malice 5 ſtil more 
ſtrongly impreſſing the viſage of the 
 wretch from whence i it had not paſſed. 
during the agitation of Albert, | he 
replied, — — 
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Far, far from thy power; but ſhe 


15 t in mine. J promiſe. you ſhe is 


ſafe * and ift to tear her from each vul- 


| gar peaſant's J arms n and reſerve her but 


n 


for one is not an injury, the 1 is yet un 


injured ; but wherefore, cruel | father, 


£ . 4 3 


would you read the willing beauty 
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from my care, and from a e lr. 


has fo oft ſolicited} 


An agony of parental fulfering al- 


moſt ſuffocated the Duke, who, ſtart- 


ing up, exclaimed, Oh powers of ut 


Wretch, villain, monſter, if thou 


5 dareſt to barm ber, the bittereſt tor- 
ments be thy portion. - Unſpotted as 


the holy virgin, how dareſt thou even 


2 pronounce her name | ſay inſtantly 
where thou haſt conveyed her, or the 
| keeneſt pangs the rack and fire can 


— 


Like 


terance, teach me a word to fit this 
fiend, this eldeſt born of Hell! 


Pg 
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Like water to the thirſty Palate, 
60 as my favour. to the amorous, 
the ſighing Hildegarde, will thy ſuf- 
terings, Albert, be to me, whilſt Iam 
on that rack: each groan thou utter- 
. eſt for thy daughter's. honour will k be 

the healing balm to me! 2 1 


. to N Albert cute 


forward to Prepare the tortures; but 
bis paſſage was intercepted, : and Hil- 
n n into his arms. e 
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Here, reader, let us pauſe a while; 
tet us not interrupt the parent's tran- 
fport or the daughter's joy: they both 
are ſacred 5 After the ſcene of hor- 

rors we have viewed, the mind ſteals 
gladly from the chilling proſpect, and 
reſts its weary eyes upon delight. d 51 
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Memory unheeded for a white paſs by z 


Let the foul fink ; in ſympathetic j joy. 
Sad terrofpeRtion, yet withhold the ſigh, 
Nor yet the momentary bliſs deſtroy.” | 
J 00 evaneſcent are the tranqui! gleams; 


Sorrow too quickly wakes to woe the mind: 


Wow — — to recollection, and to » find 

1 The gay enchanting proſpects faded with our ret, 
ö | | Ang all but empty, idle, and at beſt, | 
4 7 Falſe flat: ring dreams. 
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„ And art thou really lafe, my 
daughter, or is this but an illuſion of 
the overcharged mind, which makes 
me think thee here d“ were the firſt 
words uttered by the Duke, who was | 
affured by the beloved of his foul, ſhe - 
was really ſafe. 5 | 


The moſt bitter execrations eſcap- | 
ed from the mourh of Hubert, who 
ſeemed in agony at a ſight ſo diſtant 
from his wiſhes ; but he remained 
totally diſregarded for a while by the 
_ reunited ſufferers, who gave way to 
curiofity and joy. Enquiries, on the 
part of Albert and replies on that of 
E Hildegarde, were equally intereſting 


to 
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to all others preſent. Hubert was 
therefore left ſtretched on the rack 

of his own diſappointed malice, where 

by he ſuffered far ſeverer tortures than 
. Albert could ini. 


vr arne ſaid the e Duke, my be⸗ 
loved Hildegarde, by what magic, or 
what gt divine J here . 

mee! . 5 57 <a B 


WY ſurely, my father, from the 
regions of enchantment am 1 come. 
Behold that villain; the iniquitous 
Count Richard; he has been the 

briginal cauſe, and ſome kind ghoſt 
the ſecondary. The night before laſt, 
d 5 | 4 
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at an early hour, whilſt you were bus 
fied in the ſearch of theſe myſterious 
apartments (for here I am informed 
you were) that villaia came to my 
chamber; and one of my female at · 
tendants who was then with me, and 
whom he muſt have ſuborned for the 
purpoſe, let him in on his gently tap- 


ping at the door; and who quitt d 


the room at the ſame time, and cloſed 
the door after her. Long has he 
urged the moſt infamous of ſuits : 
and little, until lately, di did I compr 

hend his meaning; ſo little did 1 f im- 
agine any one could be ſo; truly deſ- 
picable. But wich him the ties of 


* are as ee or he had not 
dared 
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dared to inſult me with his inceſtuous 
paſſion. It would now be too tedi- 


ous to tell you all his conduct; ſuffice 


it to ſay I have ever treated him with 
ridicule, and when underſtood, with 


anger. Aſton iſhed and angry at this | 


proof of his inſolence, I bade bim in- 
ſtantly quit the apartment. W ithout 
appearing .abaſhed, he went towards 
the door, I thought to leave me; but 


Inſtead of obeying my 'command, be 
turned the key, and then placed it in 


his boſom. He then again advanced, 
and intreated me to liſten; but in 
vain: for far from being able to attend, ; 
I was too much terrified to ſcream”: | 


fear * . at the monſter's laſt 


eee . action 
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action had almoſt chained up my ſen- 


1 Alas, my father, what did Lnot 


weak to be heard, as my chamber lay 
ſo remote from all.— Ah, never let me 
again be placed at ſuch a :diſtance 


from the family, and ſo near to 


tinued his deteſtable diſcourſe, until 


firſt ſhock. of terror, I again bade him 


begone : but he advanced ſtillinear- 


er, and uſed threatening language. 
Whence now was help to came To 
Heaven, in that moment of ſad cala- 
mfr , I cried; thence alone expecting 


aid. | 
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aid. Determined no longer to give 


me reſpite, the villain ſeized me; and 


I- ſcreamed without a ſecond hope, 
At that inſtant a voice from behind 
us, called aloud, <+ Miſcreant, retreat 
look but on me- DD 


The Count flatted, and inſtantly 
quitting his prey, turned round and 
beheld a man in complete armour, 
a ſword was in his hand 
The figure drew near: — My uncle 
ſunk upon the earth, and exclaimed,- 


8 
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C Riſe, villain,” ſaid my delivering 
ſpirit, and depart; but in the 
crime thou haſt yet in thy heart, ex · 
pect my interruption! Hildegarde 
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2 


The trembling wretch dreu from 
his boſom the key of my chamber, 
and departed. The armed apparition 


then raiſed a pannel I had never ob- 
ſerved (and which is made of nad, 


but ſo coloured as to appear like the 


me not to fear. His advice was uſe - 
leſs; I was nearly fainting with appte- 


henſion, and therefore hefitated to 
proceed. Come forwar(l, Hildegarde, 


for 
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for thou needeſt a protector, ſaid my 


guardian ghoft ; I only lead thee - 


hence to protect thee from further 


wrongs: I want thee to. confront this 
wretch when time is ripe.—Then 
taking my arm, which I no longer 
refuſed him, he led me through many 


dark paſſages and down many ſteps, 
until I felt weary; at length he lodg- 


ed me in a room which, appeared 
like the cell of ſome convent. Here 


J remained; and a venerable old wo- 
man brought me food and ſlept in the 


ſame cell, both that and laſt night, 
but would never giye me any other 
anſwer to my various enquiries, than 


< reſt: quiet, amiable Hildegarde, 
Heaven, 


Serre 
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Heaven, under whoſe protection thou 


art, will diſcover all.” 


Oh no, my father, I forgot: one 
queſtion ſhe did reply to. I aſked 


| how thou wert, if ſafe, and where. ? 
She replied, “ fearching the haunted 
hw, ot waged TY to a: Era. 


: This al ſome relief to my anx- 


iety ; but my curioſity was inſatiable. 


I once ſaid, do, tell me what or 
who that ghoſt in armout was: now- 
_ only anſwer that; and ſhe fat down 


and laughed -heartily at me. This 


; morning the ſame armed ſpirit ap- 
peared again, and, leading me 
through ſeveral paſſages, declared he 
vol. II, „ was 
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was going to deliver me to you; but 


firſt made me, by dint of gentle in- 
treaty, ſuffer my eyes to be bound 


round 3. which I did, as I had been 
hitherto ſo well and kindly treated by 


him. I ſoon found myſelf in a room 


not far removed from this; where he 


left me, bidding me wait until he gave 


me orders to unbind my eyes; which 
he promiſed ſhortly to do; and in 
about a quarter of an hour he return- 
ed to me and unbound them bimſelf: 
he then pointed to a door which was 
open, and ordered me to proceed that 
way through the apartments which 
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2117 hear 
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hear the voice of Count Richard, 
added he; for he is harmleſs no- 
=A=And thus, my dear ſire, am I onee 
more reſtored to your paternal ars 


oh of : 
$$ 5 i444 E535 
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la \, peechleſs ecſtaſy! the happy Al- 
bert again embraced his daughter. 
Rapture being ſomewhat ſubſided, he 
faid, © Good Heavens! my dear Hil- 
degarde, and to think that yonder 
villain, to torture my ſoul} declared 
thou waſt yet in his po] re 
AN £3017 JDT HOG: £91814 34 
Mind him not:” ſaid Grimoald, 
| who had hitherto been à Gent ſpsæ u- 
ours. * He is now o mine} Git 
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the ſame moment, and advancing to- 
wards Hubert. 


Ah Heavens! my guardian ghoſt, 
my guardian ghoſt !“ exclaimed. Hil- 
degarde, ſeizing his ſteel-clad: hand, 


and kiffing' the cold gauntlet, ie 1 7100 
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- Hubert was not ſo much FIRE at 
his ſight: he groaned and caſt him- 
ſelf upon. the earth, hiding his face 
with his hands, and beneath his 
cleke; which he caſt over his head. 
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He is now in mine, thi: the £ 
of Grodern, who alſo appeared: beſides 


him- but not clad as uſual in his 
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the offspring of nobility.” His noble 
| perſon and beautiful, but then com- 
manding viſage, drew their regards; 
Surpriſe's ſelf became weary with re- 
peated calls; and they ceaſed to won · 
der where all appeared ſo ſtrange. 
But although they beheld him; his 
change of dreſs prevented their diſco- 
or en who he Was. 
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He was proceeding, when the 
ſhrill voice of an enraged female call 
ed their attention from the preſent 
ſcene, and ſpeedily ruſhed into the 
nnn nearly raving- 10 
n 8 8 85 3 = Yes 


118 THHANIMATED SRELETON. 
„Ves I. I, I will r eleaſe him,“ 
the exclaimed, ſinking down exhauſt- 
ed with rage, on the ruſhes near Count 
Richard. Her guards ſoon followed, 
and were attempting to ſeiae her, 
when, ſtay ting ap again, f he drew a 
dagger from her robe, and ruſhed. 
upon the uke, trying io 
in his heart; but parily aware of — 
deſign, he had ſo far Jeant backwards 
35 to prevent the full intent of her 
wickedneſs, and r eceived. it only in 
his veſt. Bru en was once ed 
conxeyed to ber priſon, excepting | 
Com Richard, the ſon of Graderoy.: 
add cer red appearance. b note 
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THE ANIMATED SKELETON: 119 | 
Having ſeen Brunchilda fafely ; ſe- 
cured in her chamber, tlie Duke re- 
turned to the impriſoned Count; but 
he found him alone and in a fWaœon. 
In this ſituation he thought proper to 
leave him, and, locking the door, fe- 
joined the ſtranger knight, who tad. 
remained with Oy to 8 8 700 
her from i nee Su eic ©: 


x7 22 2 * ; 
* 4 


| The remainder of the _—_ _ FR 
of in converſe on be pa: It v. 
reſolved that the wi ki Di 3 
mould chat gighe remain where” e 
was, as Albert had given orders e 
ſome” new” alteration in the chamber 
allotted to bis lady in the haunted 

mag, which would render em ore 
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a | ſecure from both internal and external 
attacks. In the evening, one of her 
| — came to inform the Duke that 
1 his lady had loſt her r eaſon. 
That has long, I apprehend, been 
the caſe, ſaid Grimoald; * but let 
us now viſit her, leſt this ſhould Be 
more of feigned inſanity than real.“ 
Albert aroſe; and they all went to 
ſee her: they found her in a high de- 
- Jirious- fever, and plainly perceived 
la too ill for deſign. The tide 
f paſſion had been too impetuous, 
it had ruſhed over her ſoul and borne 
away reaſon in its courſe, Pity; for a 
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in che boſom of the mild Albert: he 
ordered her chains to be taken from 
her, and every aſſiſtanee procured | 
which could remove her diſorder, 
until the return of health ſhould ren- 
der her able to ſupport ber puniſh- 
ment. His compaſſion proved her 
death, for, in one of her delirious 
moments, ſhe ſtarted from her attend - 
ants and ran from the room, the door | 
of which had been left open to admit 
a free circulation of the air: coming 

io ſome ſtone- ſteps, ſhe threw - herſelf 
to the bottom, and daſhed her brains 
of out;—The- amiabte Hildegarde ſhed. 
many tears for the ſad fate of her 
mother: it was not her loſs ſhe 
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THE nu TED SKELETON,” 
were followed by the ſon of Gro 
and the real Count Richard, — 
in a ghaftly ſhattered and bloody 
figure, in whoſe mangled features 
Hubert ſeemed to behold the bad 
Brunchilda.— Frozen with horror, he 
neither {poke nor moved the colour 
fled from his vitage, anch his hair a- 
roſe ; vhilſt the fpirit of Brunchilda 
thus addreſſed; him: It is not ſor 
us, oh Hubert, ta ariſe: from the res 
gions of damnat ion and declare the 
myſteries of our lot, or deſcribe the 
manner of our puniſhments, yet great 
and heavy is. the latter; and were we 
not paſt from the bodies of mortality, 
and were only ſouls that never die; t 
would extinguiſh our exiflence 2 hat 
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we muſt bear immeaſurable ſuffer- 


| ns: for we never are impaired: or 


can decay, but are every hour more 
ſuſceptible of pain! We were warn- 


ed before 3 re, but we ſeorn· 


ed to conſider; and we are forced to 
own at once the juſtice and power of 
God !- We are not ſent hither to de- 
clare the crimes of others, but to warn 
the wicked, and force the guilty ſins! 
ner to repentance. But thou, my 
brother, not alone ſo by blood but in 
atrocious deeds, wilt not confefs thy. 
crimes to relieve the innocent or be- 


tray the guilty: thou wilt not repent; 


yet thou ſhalt <confeſs,” and to betray” 
chyſelf the Duke ee eee 


him eee Wa uad no 


At 
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At that minute the Duke and Gri- 
moald entered the apartment; they 
beheld Brunchilda, and they heard 
her ſpeak, with an amazement paſt 
deſcription. — Now then, Count 
Richard,” ſhe continued, take don 
the catalogue of his fins.” Hubert 
was ſilent! One of the figures, in 
black, - advanced, and- gave him a. 
flagellatiom after having ordered the 
Count and Grodern's: ſon to diveſt 4A 
him of all his upper garments :— he 
ſtill remained in ſilent ſullenneſs! The 
ſecond figure then approached, aud, 
aſſiſted by the firſt, applied the diſci- 
not ſpeak by either threats or execu 
tion, 3 every one had played 
71 5 their 
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their part until the blood ran down 
the ſides and ſhoulders. of: the ſullen 
wight: malice gave him a courage 


equal to it all — Bring forth the rack, 
ſaid the armed. Count. Four men 
entered, / and the rack was brought. 
Hubert ſhuddered at the fight, whilſt 
the Duke regarded in ſpeechleſs. won - 
18 neden ont n be 
Now, H ed hoe; con- 
feſs 2 aſked Richard's ghoſt. 2 


U 
Ws 

0 
Y 
4 


I 


t. 


* 


His tongue now performed its 
office; and be growled out, never. 
Waſte no more time, but bind. him 
on did Count Richard ſay z and they 
immediately ſeized the lacerated bod 
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127 
of Hubert, and made him faſt to che 
rack, and proceeded to infliet che 
mexrited reward of ſuch unparalleled | 
obſtinacy. The agony this occafion- 
ed was too much for the guilty foul 
of Hubert: he ſunk beneath the 
pangs, his courage was no more, and 
he called out to Albert to ſpare him 
further torment, for he would relate 
all he knew. Being unbound, he 
found himſelf roo much exhauſted to 
perform his promiſe, - and therefore 
intreated a reſpite until the enſuing 
day. This was with ſome difficulty” 
granted. The ghoſt of Richard then 
adviſed he Duke to quit thoſe apart- 
to complied, 
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complied, and took the ſtranger wih 
him: Grimoald was vexed at this 
He Tequetied | permiſſion to remain 


; and watch the apparitions, Count 
Richard overheard: him, and, laying, 


his / ! hand on the knight's ſhoulder,: | 
ſaid, I would warn you againſt im- 
pertinent curioſity, unleſs you have 


any particular deſire to undergo a ſla- 


gellation like what we have beſtowecl 
on Hubert. Albert laughed at the 
condition to which this reduced Gri- 
moald z- who certainly ſhowed very 


| viſible figns of- fear, -and yet ſcorned 


to own he was afraid; and therefore 
began to chreaten che inſdlent appari- 
uons with inſtant demolition Hows? 
ever, in pity, he mliſted on his accom·· 
HIER . Fanying 
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was obliged to cy with; and they. 3 
returned to the faxgurite bal} of Hil : 
degarde, where they found her and 
Raymond, who was liſtening to the 
muſic of her harp. The young lady, 
on ſeeing her father, put it. aſide, 
hilt he liſtened to his accqunt of ghe 
Gable ſpirits: at the end of which 
Grimaald for his courage. Ihe 
Arenger ſeemed. not very much 
pleaſed at his: mirth, and, 40 epd it, 
requeſſed the lady to continge her 
mufic. Having complied. with jhis. 
petition, the harp went round: Razr 
mond and Albert hoth undexfiged;its 
uſe ; but their performance was fre- 
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quently interrupted by the remarks 


of the Avenger, who would alſo occa- 


fionally clear his voice as if preparing 
to ſing. Raymond obſerved it, and 


privately gave a hint to Hildegarde 


not to aſk him. Albert gave the 
ſtranger the harp, : and careleſsly aſked | 
bim to perform: he made inſtantly 
very double · faced refuſals, aſſerting 
he did not underſtand it: and when 
he did play, he only did fo from his 
own ideas and words. Albert, who 


Was thinking of many other things, 


very Teadily took his refuſal. Grimo- 


ald Rill held the inſtrument. A freſh 


converſation was commenced, in 


which he took no part, until tired 
out, he ſaid, M y Lord, to convince 


1 Fog ow < , 85 A vou 
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you how very bad a performer I really 
am, I will give you a ſpecimen of my 
minſtrelſy; but, I aſſure you, I com- 


pl with bels. 1 ha 


Albert had been ſo 5 aps sed 
in converſation, that he only heard 
the laſt words of Grimoald, and ex- 


claimed, «Bleſs me, Sir knight, what 
is it you are going to do? © To play, 
my lord.“ For Heaven's fake, Sir 
knight, do not put yourſelf t to an 
_ pain, 1 beg,” aid Raymond. © Oh, I 


muſt certainly oblige you,” replied he. 


Without giving them time to ay 


another word, he began to run 1 


voice n and down the Samut, rlkiag 


of 2 the- 
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the chords violently at the fame tins, 
Which TI 8 0 he 850 


n Hark, hs 3 of the north 

Fplit their caves and ſally forth; 

” Rocky fragments up they tear; 5 

. High aloft their ſpoil they bear; rg 

M 6 "Howling, rend tlie trembling air; 

// ' © Whinting Ron dhe carthadey ür. 
Dia the clouds * es 


= 
* 


x 1 715 ww 


Ten gen dad ere, hes be 
finiſhed, how poor a winflrel I ani! 
but the words are my on. You may 
diſcover, no doubt, how much I deſ- 
piſe low, ädeas and love-ſick Poetry: 
the en the e Sublime alone en 
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Ves, replied Raymond; but your 
tempeſts are ſo boiſterous, that the 
ſky ſeems to want a Plaſter : after their : 
expeditions, to heal the 3 | 
2118 KH 
As bor chat; aid inen lay- 
ing his bead aſide, with wo little 
nods of inexpreſſible elf - compla- 
cency, I have had an idea J aſſure 
you of ſoothing the ſorrous of op- 
preſſed nature: I have deſcended. 
to the tender and pathetic, ſomewhat 


ated with the ſublime; and ons 
ſung a as follows: ti 5 ah ud 


g "0 The (opatheic clouds din near; 2 24 
Phe for vs of the {ky they hear 5: 2 
' Grow black with grief and lend a tear. 3 


om "WT | They 
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They bid the tempeſts ceaſe to grow 
They bid the wild winds ſtay their howl; ; 
They call the fleecy aid of ſnows, 

And e _ up the blows, 


On the morrow they attended to 
Hear the confeſſion of Hubert; but 
they found him returned to his dear 
loved“ obſtinacy. The rack was 
again brought; but the fight was ſuf- 
ficient this time to conquer him; for, 
turning to e od addrefſed him 
as follows :- — 750 
5 e and let thy harrowed 
ſoul glut itſelf with the full cup of 
bittereſt anguiſh : but te pierce thy 
Heart gl ge 1 muſt wake . re- 


1. 


1 , KP 
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cital back as far as the time of Brun- 
childa's mother, | 

| | - hen n e contin is Sar bat c 

Ludovicus lived happy and con- 
tented wich his firſt princeſs, his 
ſubjects were obedient, his neighbours 
at peace with him, and his wife every 
thing that was amiable. Soon after 
their union, a daughter was, born to 


them; excellent and amiable as the 
mother, although not equally beauti- 
ful.” The annals of hiſtory. could 
not produce an inſtance of three peo- 


ted and 
beloved, nor could the records of 

| family-felicity, ſhow any. more happy. 
Compare my recital with thy lot, ch 
prince, and grind thy teeth! let the 
«q-- - 


ple more univerſally. relpecte 
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2 contraft awake every feeling yet dor- 
mant. Such was the caſe of Lido. 
vicus until he firſt beheld Guida : : 
the attractions of this princeſs oblite- 
tated the Jeſs novel ones of his wife, 
who, hort by the difference of his 
behavicur, and finding every effort 
to regain his tenderneſs in vain, 

fliunk into a melancholy, which ab- 
ſotbed her ſpirits and her health. She 
cCeaſed to try for love; and: only lived 
to auguiſh. Little could ſhe wiſh to 
frequent thoſe ſcenes which only re- 
minded her of inftanbes-of paſt fe- 
city, and preſented thoſe of preſent 
— The company of her huſband 
cbuld gite cnly pain; for then ſhe 

pbeheld the wiles of Gunilda ſucceſſ- 
folly 
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fully exerted. She ſhunned: there- 


fore, the ſociety of Ludovicus, and 


buried herſelf in the receſſes of her 
chamber. Gunilda took advantage 


of her abfence, and tried to awaken 
the jealouſy of her paramour: ſhe 


a 55 


* 


Painted the conduct of the injured: 
wife in colours of the darkeſt hue; 
and taught Ludovicus to fancy ha- 
tred and illicit affection made his 
wife ſhun his fight. No longer the 
| reſpectſul lover or the lender -huſ- 
band, he became ſuſpieious, rough, 
ill tempered, and unfeeling. It Was 
too much for his amiable conſort; 
long had ſhe been declining: at lengtli 


. and the roles of -child-birth 


e inte ivy of ended 
2 7 * 
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ended her life; but her infant lived, 
and proved a ſon. 


Almoſt fooner than decency or 
any attention to common opinion 
and the uſual general form would ad- 
mit, Ludovicus married the infa- 
mous Gunilda, who had then two 
children living; who were Brun- 

childa and myſelf. The ſon of the 
departed princeſs, my mother deter- 
mined to bring up herſelf, and, for 
that purpoſe, had him conveyed to 
ber own ſuite of apartments; and 

no perſon, but ſuch as ſhe approved, 
was ſuffered to approach him: all 
| zndants were removed, and 

* - agherans of Gunilda became this 
nurſes 


THE ANIMATED SKELETON. 139 


nurſes and her ſlaves. A ſhort time 
elapſed, when a report was ſpread 
through the palace of his death. 
She had ordered two of her people 
to murder him, and prepare every 
thing with decency for the eye of 
her huſband, ſhould he deſire to view 
the dead body of | the infant. on! 


A - 
| I 4 2 18 
1 1 14 
* 


Ludovicus felt much affliction at 
che news; his little ſon was dear to 
him. Gunilda had attempted to 
perſuade him it was not his on; but 
her malicious inſinuations gained no 
ground, and he rejected them with 
contempt. He had net been long 
united to my mother before the vir- 

tues of bis deceaſed princeſs aroſe 

e | | before 
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before 1 memory, and every day 


gleamed with more vivid ire: the 
vices of Guailda awakened agonies 
in his boſom, and the contraſt grew 
powerful. He aſked to ſec his dead 
ſon ; and, to. prevent ſuſpicion, was 
gratified in his defire. A blackneſs 
round the throat of the infant at» 
tracted his attention : : be demanded f 


the reaſon. Gunilla was vexed at 


the careleſſneſs of his murderers, who 
had not done their buſinefs to her 


wiſhes, but had left this gn. of vio- 
lence upon bim; but, ſhe ſtruggled 


with her anger, and hid her confu- 


ſion whilſt ſhe informed the unfor- 
tunate father chat his ſon had died 


in violent convulſions, * . 
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Ludovicus felt unſatisfied; ap- 
pearances were ſtrange, and he or- 
dered an examination: to rake place: 


but ſo well had the vile woman con- 
trived, and ſo very corrupt were 
moſt Who ſurrounded their maſter, 
that they pretended and declared 
there appeared nothing but What 
was: the natural conſequences of con- | 
-vulfive fits. The mind of Lado- 
vicus remained unſatisfied ; but, 
wich ſorrow, at laſt be was obliged 
to reſign the. body to the grave, and 
himſelf to compoſure. 5 | 


. bk 
. 
2 


Not along. ukeer «this air, foe | 
words happening between my mo- 
-ther and choſe· of her agents who had 

diſ 


diſpatched the young prince, a great 
coolneſs enſued between them. Gu- 
nilda ſeemed never eaſy; reſt was 
baniſhed from her mind; and ſbe 
ſoon found it neceſſary to baniſh 
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—. cobhort 
care. The two men were ſuddenly 

miſſing: little enquiry was made 5 
after them, being neither beloved nor 

valued; and the converſation on 
their 7 departure ſoon died ; away... ;* Ty 
fancied to myſelf, and do not now - 
doubt it, that Gunilda had poiſoned 
them, or | otherwiſe, contributed to . 
their deaths: but the matter was too 
ap huſhed: up tor een to 
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My mother was not yet at reſt: a | 
being ſtill remained obnoxious to her 
peace: one who had a ſuperior claim 
to the affection of Ludovicus, and 
the way of her ambition. This was 
the daughter of the departed prin- 
ceſs, and ſiſter of the murdered 
prince. Nen aide on N. 
Nine Di © O 
Murder might appear too glaring 
when perpetrated on ſo old a' perſon, 
and the trouble infinitely greater; 1 
and the more ſo, becauſe that prin- 
ceſs: was not ſo much under her care: 
She turned her aim, therefore, o 
the driving her from the caſtle, by 
rendering her life miſerable. 8 


144, THE ANIMATED $KELETON: 


4. 20.5 . 


Emma (for that was her. name) 
had married ſecretly a young noble- 
man, who viſited. at the court, of 
ber, father; and in che affection gf 
Etheburt ſhe ſoughy, relief from the 
| ſorrows of her heart. The marriage 
was ſaon by | Gunilde' s {pics diſco- 
vered, and che conſequence Was loſs 
of liberty to Emma, and of life to her 
ſpouſe. After his death the world 
had no joys for her, eſpecially the 


ſcenes of a corrupted court. Ludo- 


vicus made ber an offer of freedom, 
which. ſhe only ; accepted , until ſhe | 
could. take the veil, and forever. rer 
fign..a public Ration; but left che 
Malice of Gunilda ſhould fill fol- 
low her, ſhe threw herſelf into, ſome 

_ diſtant 
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diſtant convent, and was never n 
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* Many people looked gloomy 

Emma's abſence ; and ee 
reſted on my mother; but know owing 
moſt of her actions, 1 could very 
well acquit her of this offence which 
was ſuppoſed : Emma had actually 
retired, and may how be living: but 
of chat I ſolemnly proteſt 1” know 
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* Guitale - whoſe” whole foul was 
vice, could not very long continue 
ſatisfied with the love of Lidovicus. 
It could not be expected that's 0. ; 
man who bad dared to carry 6n" an 


1 A4. 


vor. * . in- 


ain 
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intrigue, with the huſband. of anc» | 
ther, ſhould lorg continue faithful 
to her own, although that own had 
been the object of her unworthy love. | 


Every handſome courtier was obliged _ 


to yield to her paſſion, or find ban- 


iſnment reward his contempt. - 


At length Count Richard came. — 


Let me not be obliged. to recite his ; $1 


murder, it harrows up my ſoul; let 


me only declare that theſe are the 


chambers of aflaſſinatioh. Ludovi- 
cus xas then abſent, On his return 
to the court ſhe invented the * 
ay; rales about him, MO! . 


fearing 


2 . 2 * 


Ml 
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| fear the juſt anger of His rwe 
She prayed 1 might be inveſted with 
his dignity, and enriched with” all his 
poſſeſſions ; and, to familiarize his 
vaffals to me, T aſſumed his name; * 


nor were any ſuffered to "al me 0 
otherwiſe but on pain of deat nn 


On the morning after Obu 15 
Richard was deſtroyed, my mother 
ſhut up his apartments': but we were 
not ſafe throughout the whole wing © 
from the terrors of our confeients?'"" 
the day was gloomy,” and ind 
imagination or reality. preſe nted to 
oar ſtartled views ſome hpi 8 
TO the Wr became” infüßter⸗ wal 


148 THE ANIMATED SKELETON, 


able, and the whole ſide ſeemed 
ante GRITTY? FITC ts | 
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One eyening, in br. oh tins) 

we aroſe from table, and leaving 

| 7 every thing as it was, cauſed. the wing 

| immediately to be cloſed u 5 forever. 
When Ludovicus returned (for this 

| alſo happened during his abfence)- 
| qT - be was pleaſed we had left theſe apart- 
1 ments, which are by far the moſt un- 

pleaſant in the caſtle, and always 

diſliked by him. His enquiries, 

| therefore, on the change were but 
trifling; and he never counteror- 
dered the commands of Gunilda; 
on which account they were never 05 
again opened until the prgſent. time. 
onal meant on $1 $1205 On-- 
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On your marriage with Brünchilda, ; 
T obtained your conſent to reſide as | 
formerly in your court; but hour ; 
permiſſion did not make me your 
friend.” No; ſovercighty' was my 
wiſh, and 1 envied your pofſeſfions. 
I have exerted every poiver” to render 
you deteſted; for ſearcely Was there 

a wife, daughter, or ſiſter of a any poo Gor 
vatlal in your domains, but wie 17 
have drawn into my wiles, and made 
the villany paſs for yours. T 4 
lovely, the innocent Dunifleda bak. 4 
fled me by flight. The fiſt attack 
was but a ſham one, with no für. 
ther deſign han to have made Hef 4 
priſoner, to get her eonveyed tö the 
caſtle: where ſhe would have long 


£3. con- 
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5 "contined wholly in my power.— 


Curſe on thy folly which has coun- 


| teracted the deſigns of my revenge, 


and has given freedom and happi- 


WER to the obje cs of my anger. 
Lake her mother, Brunchilda had a 


roving diſpoſition ; and yet I often 


. 
f 2 


S believe it was more from the love of 
wfong chan the love of varieiy, that 
” every ſtranger was preferred t to thee. 
What could be the attractions of the 
donn peaſant? yet ſuch were 


trequentiy thy rivals. | * he hand- 


ome ſon of Grodern whom thou 
| Knowelt lo ſap perior to. all his allo- 
"cates, "whoſe- countenance diſplays 
bach intelligence and greatneſs, and 


2411 


bis männer dach dignity, bim ſhe, 


OJ. "Vf 


loved 


Hy cortager ! — 1 
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* 


zoved beyond all other beings ; ; bur 
he deſpiſed her. —The ſaucy peaſant 


| ſhunned her allurements, and dared 
10 fix bis fancy on thy Hildegarda : 
the returned. his love: fair, unſpotted 
N virgin! thy age's hope, thy boſom” O 
: comfort | your virtuous maiden | 
: How | often have I ſeen - her retire 
into the foreſt, to ſpend. the day in 
anton dalliance wich the humble 
60 Huſh hold thy exe 
| ; crable tongue,” exclaimed the Duke, 
= dare not to defame my. daugh- 


| err. Ney, Duke, I will proceed. 
1 will not defame thy virtuqus, daugh- | 
= ter. Why ſendeſt thou not for. thy 


8 IF 


| two little grandſons; who 1 reſide with 


3 Jacquemar? i: not the ſon. of 
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Grodern wiſh to ſee his infants nurſed ? 
Did not he place them near at hand 
Ho pleaſant were the ſtolen inter- 
views of the fond parents, when to- 
gether they would viſit the cottage, 
and embrace their offspring Oh, as 
a parent, thou muſt feel, how ſweet - 
to careſs an innocent child! — Ah, 
I ſee thou feeleſt.. | 


& Vile | calumniator,” G85: the © 
Duke, falling overpowered: with an; 
guiſh into the arms of an atten- 
dant. Oh; continued the execrable 


remove thy fear; her love was not 
kiviſhed on him alone; many a knight 
has mared her favour.— As for me, 
. loved 


THE ANIMATED SKELETON 


135 
I loved her not, I hated her; I hated 

thee. How did my ſoul pant for a 
torture to beſtow on thee l how did 
I wiſh that, after her being ſome 
time ſubdued to my 5 power, ſhe: 
ſhould bring forth an offspring. 

to call thee grandpapa, — me un- | 
cle, father, all at once. how it 


would have cheered thy aged heart! 


Sweet ſocial compact, endearing dou- 
ble tie: — Thus might Hubert have 
ran on to eternity. Albert could hear 

no more. Why did he credit ſuch 
a miſcreant! but whe can account 
for parental feelings l the ſudden 
ſhock !— Wound up to the aiceſt 
| rr are Lg harmony 15 Winks, 
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them with too rude | a hand, they 
ſnap, and diſcord muſt ſucceed.— 
Long, in vain, did his attendants 
ſtrive to comfort him. At length his 
Hildegarde, led by the ſon of Gro- 
dern, came to ſeek her father. Juft 
then reanimation had began to illu- 
minate his viſage; juſt then be be- 
gan to diſcredit the vile reciter: but, 
juſt then he beheld his daughter ac- 
ur companied by the f peaſant 8 ſon Te 
ſorrom rage ſueceeded; and the once 


gentle Albert drove them from bis 
preſence with the fury of the wil, 
tried to purſue them through the 
wing; but his progreſs was inter- 
>cepted * arm of Cou nt Richard. 
2647. ä Purſue 


— 
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e puffue them, purſue chem; fad 
the Duke,“ his eyes nearly ſtarting 
from their ſockets with increaſing 
anger; they have eſcaped !? 
1) ie 001 41 531 bsi 
Count Richard at this ſuffered hin 

to proceed; and followed his haſty 
ſteps, unknowing whom he ſhould 
purſue; but faneying it was Hu- 
bert. Hildegarde eſcaped to her 
chamber, uhither che aſftoniſhed ſon 
of Grodern followed, ignorant of the 
place to Which ſhe led him, but 
anxious to protect her. The Duke 
ſoon entered. His dauglner had 
fainted and fallen on the ground. 
BV ber had ſunk on one knee che 
innocent mme and 
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was ſupporting her head upon his 
boſom: Albert, ſtung to madneſs 
by the ſight, aimed a furious blow at 
him; but the blindneſs of his rage 
made him miſs che object, and he 
fell in the attempt; s for his foot had 
Joſt its place, and bis ſword dropt 
from his hand; che leg of a couch 
received his head, 5 a violent blow, 
ain conſequence, de prived him of all 
ſenſation.— For a few moments Tur- = 
priſe laſpended every power in both N 

Richard and young Edgar; bot at 
length the former recovered his rec. 

collection, and ſummoned the Duke“ We, 
attendants ; with whoſe aſſiſtance he ? : 
conveyed the body of Albert to bis 


own apartment, where Richard leſt 
him and returned to Hildegarde, who 


had 


THE ANIMATED 1 ON 167 


X Fenn F ALIAS 


had once recovered, but had re: 
lapſed | again, immediately that re-. 
collection of the mournful cauſe: 
awoke | to > weigh down ſenſe, . Grief 


the myſtery \ was s quickly cleared I, 4 
thoſe who had been preſent at the 
wicked recital of the malicious Hu- 
bert. After ſome time Albert began 
to recover; ; bur it was very Moni 
alone the cauſe of his diſorder; '5 it was 
augmented by che agitation he wy 
undergone doring ſome of the FI 
. tranſa&tions at the caſtle, but moſt Ne 
eſpecially | on the tale of Hubert, 
. be two knights and Richard made, 
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him"perceive his error; and to rage; 
ſorrow for the ſuffering of his Hilde- 
garde ſticceeded. One day, fuddenly © 
rouſing himſelf, he cried in a quick 
embittered accent, Oh tell me, tell i 
me, how came ſhe with that youth! 115 
If you can bear continued forpriſe, 1 i 
will prove ſhe is innocent, and that © 
Edgar is worthy of her love, ſald the 
Count ſteadily. = — Albert bowed af 
ſent, and Richard continued —1 
will for à feu hours depart; let gb Ha 
wicked Hubert be brought | hither, 
and the father of the young man b 
ſhall give you ſatisfaction.— Richard 
then departed, and Albert ſent for | p 
his daughter. The weak condition © 
degarde ſubjected her to a faint 
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ing fit. Joy was a while tog much; 

: but, by evening they were. recovered: | 
At ſeven a knock was heard at the 
door of Albert's apartment: the 
Duke ordered it to be opened; ol 
directly entered the ghoſt of Brun- 
childa, ſupported. by Grodern- and 
bis fon; then the ſtranger knight; 
and next Hubert, attended by Sir 
Raymond and two old men. — Albert 50 
commanded the parties to be ſeated FR 
and Grodern thus began: . Albert, 
thou haſt been impoſed: on: the ſtorß 
of that monſter 1s alk.” Perhaps 5 
thou expecteſt the approach of Tel 
Richard to give thee the promiſed 

diſcovery: — Other Richard than 
is Pele is erg, none. Gredern 

8 OO | riſing, 
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riling, threw off the peaſant's $ habit, and 
Count Richard appeared. He con- 


tinued: Hubert, thy arts ſucceeded 


bot; I ſwallowed not thy poiſon. 
Thy mother turned the court into 
a ſcene of revelry and wantonnefs Tz 
in ſuch a court, with ſuch à mother, 
what could Brunchilda be? — Thou 


and thy ſiſter were ever wicked. 


The vile affections of thy mother 


were turned on me. Duty to my 
prince, the memory of his departed 
wife, every thing ſpoke againſt” ty 
favouring © her illicit paſfion ; but, 


above all, my deteſtation of her con- 


duct ſteeled my heart. WhO cat 

love a bold woman)? Every ſtep a 

female mak es _ modeſty, is two 
F- ove, | : 155 | 940 
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td drive us back. Time made me 


ſettle my affection on a beautiful. fo- 


reigner, and I married her publicly. 


My prince was not diſpleaſed ; but 


Gunilda's love turned to hatred: 
my offence. was unpardonable. She 


* 


told Ludovicus my marriage was 
againſt his intereſt, my wife and her 


attendants were ſpies from the enemy, 
and that 1 carried on ſeditious pur- 
poles. Let us only then do good 


anſwered Ludovicus, ſo only good 


ſhall be reported. This was all the 
effect of her inſinuations. Vexation 
and diſappointment augmented her 
revenge ; and nothing but my death 
would now appeaſe ber, Icntrived 0; 


wow 1  K# a 
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; ſend my wife from court, deter · 
mining to follow her the firſt mo · 
ment I was enabled. One night, in 
the palace, I was .awakened from my 
ficep by an attempt made at the door 
of my chamber to force it open. 1 
ealled out, and was anſwered that it 
was a meſſage of conſequence: -+ 
therefore ſuffered the perſon to enter; 
but, to my ſurpriſe, he was followed 
by Gunilda and her fon Hubert, com- 
pletely armed : they ruſhed in, * 
immediately murdered my ſervant. 
Fon totally unguarded. Hubert ad- 
vanced with a poniard in his hand. 
Non Sit, laid be, take the reward of 
your perfidy. Now villain, faid Gu- 


milda, prepare to die, in recompenſe | 
for the guilt my incredulous huſband 


refuſed to puniſh. — Alas] ,madan 
ſaid I, wherein has my crime conr 
ſited ?—Drink. this poiſon firſt, and 
chen your conſcience. will cry. out in 
bitter accents when the pangs of 

death approach, replied Hubert, pre: 


ſenting me a cup. — Wretch, ſaid. 


Gunilda, have you not attempted my 
honour? My ſon, we will be. our 
own avengers; force him to ſwallom 


the beverage of death. I then ap- 


pealed to the ſon:— Alas! Sir, Lam 
innocent : you, madam, know it full 
well. Tranſported with fury-at, my 
delay, and ſcaring I ſhould betray, tc 
Hubert her own 88 ſhe ſuatched 
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at the pe niard; but 1 prevented her, 
by crying out, « No madam, 1 am 
willing to die, in Preference to living 


under Er) baſe, ſo falſe an accuſation : 


give me the poiſoned cup. Hu- 
bert gave it me, and 1 ſeemed to 
drink the mixture; but 1 contrived 
to pour a great part over my boſom. 
Some 1 was obli ged to ſwallow; and 
ſo counterfeited the effects of nauſea, 
f that, ſeeing my lips wet, they 
concluded 1 had drank ſufficient. 
When Hubert gave me the cup. 
the. light ſhone on "the filver bot- 


tom, and diſcovered to me the 
Je. ſettlement which [delay had cauſed. 
. uw ſhakivg my nog, to imitate rremb- ” 
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my life. Fro rom the litle which had- 
gone down 2 1 felt great heat; ; where 
fore grinding my teeth as if in agony, 


1 placed: one hand on my ſtomach; 


and with the other daſhed the cup 
from me. — They ſtaid to ſee the 
effect; and fa poſing I was greatly 


hurt, theyexclaimed, « this works well: 


$ * & 
914244 


| Such be the reward of traitors ! 


They then left me, in what they ſup- 
poſed a fainting fir, and faſtened the 


door. When morning drew near, 5 
” and but few of the domeſtics were 
: iirring, I took my departure, unper- 
ceived by any but the porter of the 


| caſtle, whom I bribed to be filet” on 


: the ſubject. Sometime before this 


| happened, I had d diſcovered ae 
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panhol in my chamber; which was 
loofe';/ ; and on removing "It; 1 'found 
behind it a paſſage which vent 
Rraight under the river to the cone 
| vent, and ended in a cell, where its 
opening was hidden by ſome wood 
made to reſemble ſtone; and againſt 
chat was placed an altar, with a eru- 
cifix. Before I departed, I procured 
A large cheſt from the convent; and 
dragging the body of my ſervant 
doch. 1 ente it therein. £ 
After my Aan from the caſtle, 
having procured an entire * diſguiſe, 
"P entered the convent, and; through 
the cell, viſited the chambers of the 
dalle, wbich 1 "ad" left, and found 


them 
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them in the fame ſtate I left, them. 
The paſſage I found communicated | 
with every part of the building ; 5 by 
which diſcovery I contrived 1 to, terrify- 
.the guilty Gunilda continually, until 
1 cauſed the whole wing to be de- 
ſerted. I then left them entirely. 
having founded a ſtrong preſumption 
of ghoſts in the caſtle, and 5 joined 
my Counteſs. The morning after 
tlie ſuppoſed perpetration of her 
crime, Guailda ſent for the porter of | 
the caſtle, and gave him a very large 
ſum to ſay he had ſeen me depart 
early in the morning, — - The man 
was much ſurpriſed, and. ook fo | 


money, but never informed ber 
had rally . done [O. Qn; Fog 
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of Ludovicus, ſhe told him I had 
attempted by violence to diſhonour : 


her; but be had bern ſaved **. 
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My wha was. s at 1 court. FAR 
my joining her, we changed ou 

names :— e had nothing left Ih our 
eee, what we had. in ſpecie 
Or jewels, 10 To Hubert were all my... 
poſſeſſions, given; and thoſe, of my 
wife were 8 loſt in war. We con- 
yerted what we could into money. 
and afſumiog, the habits of peaſants, 
came and ſettled in the foreſt, wait⸗ 
ing for time's. enabling us to puniſn 
villing. Our og, bg, big: labours'!: | 
kelpeg..19 ſupport us; and had not 
deſigns 


5 fi 4 16 
deſigns beth carried” to BE ile ed 


length they have, we might haye re. 5 
tained our ſimple appearance until our | 


deaths, as we had enjoyed ſo much © 


ſatisfaction and content in our quiet 
retreat.  Curiofity ſometimes led me 
to paſs through the paſſages of che 
caſtle; and thence wes I enabled t 
learn the wickedneſs of Brünchilda, 
and in ſonie” meaſure to counterack py 
her deſigns. Thus have I been no = 
ghoſt; — but I believed there re- 
mained no hopes of conquering hy 
wicked machinations, unleſs by ſome- 
thing marvellous. — Oh, Hubert- 55 
thou ſhauldſt be brought to con- 
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chamber when I heard the ſcreams 
of Hikdegarde;. and. ſtarting through 
the pannel, whilſt. thy back was 
turned, thy wicked conſcience. might 
well ſurpriſe thee into the belief of 
my being more than mortal. — So 
dertain it is there never exiſted a 
ghoſt yet, but in an overcharged 
conſcience, or a weak mind. The 
fooliſh-and wicked impoſe upon the 
unlearned, and teach them to be- 
eve we tale of e 110 
8 LO Wie 
Ee es ie; gave DER 
Albert and his party ſuch ſurpriſe, - 
was - but, my murdered. ſervant's. By 
eords and ſprings 1 brought it to act 
a was ſeen; a matter eaſy to inven- 


tion; 
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tion; and the doors which they went 
through that night were made like 
ſtone, not to be diſcovered on the out- 
ſide. — Let the ſuppeſed ee 
Brunchilda unmaſk. ; rr e 
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the Abbes of the convent: ſhe was 
no other than the Princeſs Emma, 
| Who had always been reekened very 
like Brunchilda: the ſame ſize and 
ſhape rendered the deception eaſy. 
Here Grimoald interpoſed :=< Let 
ke auditors of Count Richard pre- 
pare for a new cauſe of wonder: In 
me beh6ld the ſon of Ludovicus nd 
his- Annafleda: — a child was ſbbſti 

a D3 e n e s _ 
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wted in, my place, and 11 was s convey- 


ed away 
ſervers. a to ſupport me; 


Providence gave my pre- 


and they kept from me the know- 
ledge | of my birth. F idelity and 
arms made them think me proper to 
be entruſted with the ſecret; ; and on 
hearing it 11.1 came bither, on pretence. 
of ſeeking adventures. A Thus theſe. 
domains are mine.” — The Duke 


looked angry, vexed, ſurprized; but / 


Count Richard prevented. a reply by 
ſpeaking thus: 11775 No, boaſter, no; 
thou art pothing : it is I; alone can 
produce the real heir. Step forward 

Edgar; come bither my friends. — 

Edgar and the old men arole and. 
dame forward. —They declared they 


were: 
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were thoſe employed by Gunilda + to 
murder the young prince, but had 
other deſigns in view; and had, by | 
the direction of the Count, preſerved | 
bis life and placed the dead infant for 
a inſpection. The blackneſs on kis 
neck was ſtained i in, to deceive Gu- 
nilda— Hubert, ſaid Count Rick- . 
ard, cell. us, Are not | cheſs eb] men 


e 
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= «c « Nothing would make me e own 
the truth of what ; am to much fur- 

priſed 1 to ee, 2 replied iche Hit | 

«c but 'the ſpite 1 bear Albert. In 


Edgar's 7 countenanee* I have Tong is [6s 
marked a a lkeneſs -of Els father, and and 
hated him | for it,” w "The | Count Cen- 
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| tinued, for ſurpriſe had made Al- 
bert ſilent.— Lhave watched over his 
infancy wWirh the greateſt care z and 
he is worthy. of his -birth,. It, was I 
who ſent him to guard the young lady 
at the time you was ſo. much enraged. 
Long have they loved each other; 
and both are virtuous, When be 
worked in the gardens he was often 
| with her; but they never ſtrayed. 
from the paths of rectitude. Often 
would ſhe viſit my ancient Counteſs; 
and knew my. ſan (for I ever beheld 
him as ſuch) was of no peaſant birth, 
Duty to thee. made her ſtrive to con- 
| l quer her innocent Paſſion, and forget 5 
l hes Edgar; but it has now ie 


wich greater ardor .. 
“b 15 Albert 


THE ANIMATED" SKELETON." 1 


Albert ſighed-: but ſuddenly broſe: 
and SN Edgar with che hand 


bein with joy, aſtoniſhment! 480 con- 
fuſion . 46 My children, ſaid he, | 

e theſe · territories are now *yours 

have only to reſign them, and'towiſh __ 
you happy.“ Edgar threw kimſelf se 
the feet of Albert: No, Sire, whilſt 
N you live, they ſhall have ns other, 
maſtet: your daughter is all I cover: 

let us reſide in your caſtle; bleſſed with: | 
your - protection; but more we wiſte - 
not. This was ſeconded byliis daughtet 
and the Count; and at aten 
ed the reluctanti) 7 given-conſent of the 
Duke. They now turned to che other 
Parties, but one was gone; Gtimoald 


* THE ANIMATED SKELETON. 


had departed, perhaps to ſhow his 
courage on ſome tamer beings. Con- | 
tempt was all that followed him. 


Hubert was confined for life, and 
his poſſeſſions beſtowed where merit 
olaimed the preference: a portion 
was given to Jacquemar and his in- 
fants. The union of Edgar was com- 
pleted with his Hildegarde; and joy 
began onee more to radiate the 
dwelling of Duke Albert: Sir Ray- 
mond ſoon after departed for Eng- 
land; and through this means we 
have been furniſhed with the particu- 
lars of the foregoing ſtory. 


THE END. 


